
CERTIFIED MAIL

May la, 1

Mr. Alva Nakamura
Hawaii Electric Light Company, I
1200 Kilauea Avenue
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Nakamura:

Variance Application (V83-10)
Variance From Minimum Front, Rear and

Side Yard Setback Requirements
Tax Map Key 6-2-01: Portion of 15

After reviewing your application and the information submitted
in behalf of it, the Planning Director oy this letter hereby
certifies the approval of your variance request to allow the
construction of • chain link fence around the Hawaii Electric Ll ht
Company's proposed Lalamilo Substation at a height of 9 feet wi
front yard setback of5 to 7 feet, and zero foot side and rear y
setbacks in lieu of the minimum 20 foot front and rear yard setbacks
and minimum 10 foot side yard setbacks as required by the Zoning
Code in Kapua, South Kohala, HawaiL

The approval is based on the following:

There are special or unusual circumstances applying to the
subject real property which exist either to a degree which
deprives the owner or ~pplicant of substantial property rights
that would interfere with the best use or manner of development
of the property.

Normally, a securfty fence is constructed on the property
line of a parcel. In tllis case, the petitioner is proposing to
locate the security fence at the perimeter of the property, as
it is the most reasonable area in which to contain the facilit •
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parcel was specifically subdivided
Ie utility purposes, more

a y, to waii Electric Light Company's
10 Substa rvice this.area •.. As suCh, the subj

rty will for any purpose other than for he
ion use. s also. considered to bea special
tenc in t not only is the use restricted on. the

sUbj parcel, it is a use which is being established to
s ice the ral public. As such, since the utility use is

which be prDvided with security, the perimeter of
the property is the most i 1 and efficient area in terms of
constructing a fence tD provide this function.

that wouldThere are no other re onable alternati
resolve the difficulty.

The.alternative of denying the variance is determined to be
unreasonab one. The primary purpose of th~proposed fence

ty for the substation. The height of 9 feet
tion that would serve to curtail any

e with the flcility. The proposadheightof
be in con rmancewith the National
anal Safety Code. The enclosure of the

ted the SUbject property's perimeter is
reasonable area in which to construct

Additionally, the requirement of the
this type of fence and purpos would only
reduced development potential of the parcel

use.

is to prov! s
w! permit In 0
outside interfere
the will

of
iwhi
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the SeCU
minimum

nimi already
for its publiC servi

The variance shall be consistent with the general purpose
he Zoning District, the intent andpurposeq.f\the Zoning and

Subdivision Codes and the County General Plan, and will not be
materially detrimental to the public welfare or cause
substantial adverse impact to an area's character or to
adjoining properties.

The proposed fence is to provide security for the proposed
facility. The requirements for setbacks in this case is rather
negligible as the minimum setback requirements were primarily

ared for st tural types of development. The proposed
set c hy of the area and the height of
3 iona ve the minimum 6 feet permitted is
considered to ligib1e in its visual as well as physical
impact. This is the chain link type of material being
used for the construction of the fence. The see-through effect
of the chain link should serve to minimize the impact of the
reduced setbac as well as for the additional height. In
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the area surrounding the substation is vacant and not
for any intensive development which would be
the location of the substation. The inclus.ion of'
lands ping for this facilHywill also assist i

of the proposed fence with reduced
re ed hei

addition,
anticipat
affected
t propos
the visual
set cks and a

Based on the a ,the granting of this variance for
setbac for the fence willi notibe materially

1 pUblic's welfare or cause SUbstantial adverse
the aree's c racter or to adjoining properties.

Based on t
this request

foregoing, the Planning Director has.concluded that
approved, subject to the following conditions:

1. The petitioner or its authorized representative shall be
responsible for complying with all the stated conditions of
approval.

2. Th. piins for proposed substation, including a detailed
landsca ng plan, shall be submitted for "Plan Approval"

thin 0 from the effective date of approval of the
Variance

Canst of the proposed improvements shall commence
within one from the date of receipt of final "Plan

1" and be completed within two. years thereafter.

~. The Department of Public larks' requirements shall be
complied tho

5. All other applicable Federal, state and County rules and
regulations shall be complied with.

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be complied with, the
Variance Permit shall be automatically voided.

If you ve any questions on this matter, please feel free to
contact us.

~Sincer.e.lY'.~.N"."."."" .-rS.-M··· \'~
SIDNEy::a-UKE
Planni Director

RHY:lgv
cc: Planning Commission

rtment of Land & Natural Resources


