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Dear Mr. Matsunaga:

County of Hawai'i
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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SUBJECT: Application:
Applicant:
Owners:
Request:

Tax Map Key:

VARIANCE DECISION· VAR·13·000173
CLYDE K. MATSUNAGA, IMATA AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
TRUE/HEFFRON FAMILYTRUST
Variance from Chapter 23, Subdivisions, Article 6, Division 2,
Improvements Required, Section 23·84, Water Supply
2·6·010:099 /SUB·12·001200)

Upon review of your variance application, the Planning Director certifies the approval of Variance VAR-13­
000173 subject to variance conditions. The variance grants relief for SUB-12·001200 from constructing
minimum County dedicable water supply system improvements required by Hawai'i County Code (HCC),
Chapter 23 (Subdivisions).

The variance is from the proposed subdivision's minimum requirements pursuant to HCC, Chapter 23
(Subdivisions), Article 6, Division 2, Improvements Required, Section 23-84, Water Supply, (1)(2).

BACKGROUND

1. Location. The referenced TMK property, Lot 32, being also a portion of Grant 3961, containing
approximately 10.46 acres, is situated in Kaiwiki Homesteads, Unit I, Kaiwiki, South Hilo, Hawai'i.

2. County Zoning. Agricultural- five acres (A-5a).

3. State Land Use. Agricultural (A).

4. General Plan. Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide (LUPAG) map designates the property as Important
Agricultural Lands (ial).
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5. Subdivision Code Requirements. The subdivision code requires that subdivisions be served by awater
system meeting the minimum requirements of the County Department of Water Supply (DWS) and be
provided with water mains and fire hydrants installed to and within the subdivision in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the DWS.

6. Subdivision RequestlPPM. Subdivision application SUB-12-001200 was submitted to subdivide the
subject property into 2lots consistent with the A-5a zoning. Further action on the subdivision application
was deferred pursuant to letter dated September 17, 2012 in the subdivision file.

7. Variance Application. The variance request from water supply improvements was acknowledged by
Planning Department letter dated October 1, 2013. This variance application requests the use of an
individual rainwater catchment system for one (1) lot in lieu of extending and/or upgrading the DWS water
system or constructing a private water system conforming to DWS standards.

8. Agency Comments and Requirements.

a. State of Hawai'i-Department of Health (DOH): see attached memorandum dated October 4, 2013.

b. County of Hawai'i Fire Department (HFD): see attached memorandum dated October 15, 2013.

c. Department of Water Supply (DWS): see attached memorandum dated October 23,2023 wherein they
reiterate that there is one (1) current water service to the property and that asecond service cannot, at
this time, be granted without extensive improvements being constructed.

d. No other agency comments were solicited and none were received.

9. Notice to Surrounding OwnerslPosted Sign. The applicant submitted evidence, dated September 20,
2013, regarding the posting of a public notification sign on the subject property pursuant to Section 23­
17(c) of the HCC. Pictures of the posted sign were also submitted. Further, verification was submitted that
anotice of the application was sent on October 8, 2013 to the surrounding property owners as required by
Section 23-17(a).

10. Comments from Surrounding Property Owners or Public. No objections to this application were
received from the surrounding property owners or the public.

ANALYSIS OF GROUNDS FOR VARIANCE

No variance will be granted unless it is found that:

(aJ There are special or unusual circumstances applying to the subject real property which exist
either to adegree which deprives the owner or applicant ofsubstantial property rights that would
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otherwise be available or to a degree which obviously interferes with the best use or manner of
development of that property.

The Variance application meets criterion (a) for the following reasons(s):

The subdivision request is for two (2) lots in keeping with the existing A-5a zoning. Although adedicable
water system is arequirement of the code, additional water cannot be delivered to the subject property by
the existing DWS water system facilities. It would be unreasonable to expect the owners to wait for the
required service upgrades. Therefore, it is reasonable that, in lieu of constructing water system
improvements to either extend/upgrade the DWS facilities or provide a private water system to DWS
standards for the pending 2-lot subdivision, a more reasonable alternative can be allowed pursuant to
Planning Department Rule No. 22, Water Variance.

The above special and unusual circumstances would deprive the applicant from developing this property
and interferes with the best use of this property.

Therefore, for this agricultural subdivision, the best use and manner of the development allows for
individual rain water catchment systems in keeping with the rural agricultural character of the surrounding
area.

(b) There are no other reasonable alternatives that would resolve the difficulty.

The Variance application meets criterion (b) for the following reasons(s):

Constructing water system improvements to either extend/upgrade the DWS facilities or provide aprivate
water system to DWS standards for the pending 2-lot subdivision (of which 1 lot is served by the DWS)
would be placing excessive demands upon the applicant. At an elevation of approximately 1,500 feet
above sea level, the drilling of wells and construction of other water system improvements would also be
unreasonable for one (1) lot of a two (2) lot subdivision.

Therefore, there are no other reasonable alternatives other than water catchment system(s).

(c) The variance will be consistent with the general purpose of the district, the intent and purpose of
this chapter, and the County general plan and will not be materially detrimental to the public
welfare or cause substantial, adverse impact to an area's character or to adjoining properties.

The Variance application meets criterion (c) for the following reasons(s):

Given that there is adequate rainfall (approximately 160 inches to 200 inches of rainfall annually) to
support individual water catchment and this is an agricultural subdivision, the granting of this variance
would be consistent with the general purpose of the agricultural district and the proposed subdivision is
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consistent with the current A-5a zoning. Water catchment is consistent with the intent of the policies of the
general plan in that it will further agricultural activity. Water catchment will not be materially detrimental to
the public welfare as it serves only private parties. Granting of the variance will not cause substantial,
adverse impact to the area's character or to adjoining properties. The collection of rainwater could help to
reduce runoff and may be a benefit to the surrounding area.

Given that the subject area receives sufficient annual rainfall, awater variance would be consistent with
the general purpose of the zoning district and the intents and purposes of the Zoning Code, Subdivision
Code, Rule 22 and the Hawai'i County General Plan.

DETERMINATION·VARIANCE CONDITIONS

The variance to permit the proposed 2-lot subdivision of the subject TMK property without providing dedicable
water system improvements meeting DWS standards is hereby approved subject to the following variance
conditions:

1. The applicant, owners, their assigns, or successors shall be responsible for complying with all stated
conditions of approval.

2. Should the Council adopt a Unified Impact Fees Ordinance setting forth criteria for the imposition of
exactions or the assessment of impact fees, conditions included herein shall be credited towards the
requirements of the Unified Impact Fees Ordinance.

3. The owners, their assigns, or successors shall file a written declaration with the Planning Department
within one (1) year from the issuance of tentative subdivision approval. This written declaration shall
contain deed language, being covenants, conditions, and restrictions, as outlined in this variance, affecting
the lot(s) created by the proposed subdivision which are (is) not serviced by a County dedicable public
water system. The declaration shall be duly recorded at the Bureau of Conveyances of the State of Hawai'i
by the applicant with acopy of the recorded document forwarded to this department. ~

In the event that there are any amendments or changes to the subdivision after the declaration is signed,
the applicant shall be responsible for informing the County Planning Department of such amendments or
changes so that the declaration can be amended concomitantly. Further, the recorded declaration shall be
binding upon the owner(s), their successors or assigns and shall be incorporated as an exhibit and made
part of each agreement of sale, deed, lease, or similar documents affecting the title of the existing property
or approved subdivided lots.

4. The subdivider and all grantees, successors, and assigns acknowledge that the parcel(s) were created by
avariance from the normal subdivision requirements of Hawai'i County, and that there are no longer any
special or unusual circumstances applying to the property, and hence, no grounds exist or will exist for
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another variance from the Subdivision Code to permit further subdivision of the properties.

5. The owners, grantees, successors, and assigns agree and accept the fact that aCounty dedicable public
water system will not be extended to serve the lot(s) within proposed subdivision SUB-12-001200.

6. The owners, grantees, successors, and assigns agree and accept the fact that the County will not bear the
responsibility of supplying public water to the proposed lot(s). No further subdivision ofthe lots created will

be permitted unless County dedicable public water system requirements and other requirements of HCC
Chapter 23, Subdivisions, are met.

7. No condominium property regime shall be allowed on any lot created, nor shall an Ohana Dwelling Unit
be permitted or allowed.

8. Any dwelling constructed on any created lot not serviced by the DWS water system shall be provided with
and maintain aprivate rainwater catchment system which includes aminimum 6,OOO-gallon water storage
capacity for domestic consumption or potable uses. This private water storage system shall adhere to the
University of Hawai'i's c;ollegeofJropical Agriculture and Human Resources' "Guidelines on Rainwater
Catchment Systems for Hawai'i" as well as the DOH requirements related to water testing and water
purifying devices.

9. Each permitted dwelling shall also be provided with a minimum 3,000 gallon water storage capacity
dedicated for fire fighting and emergency purposes. The location and capacity of the emergency water
supply system, including the necessary compatible fire apparatus connector system, shall be as required
by the HFD. The HFD also advises, as a precautionary measure for other uninhabited structures, that
consideration be given to the provision of asimilar water storage system for fire fighting and emergency
purposes.

10. In the event that the County notifies the owner(s) of the lot(s) created, that the County water system has
been upgraded or an improvement district initiated to enable service to these lots, the owner(s) of lot(s)
shall participate in such improvement district or shall pay their pro-rata share of the upgrade and
installation of laterals, as determined by the DWS.

11. The pending subdivision application's (SUB-12-001200) final plat map shall meet all the requirements of
the Hawai'i County Zoning Code and the Subdivision Code that are not covered by this variance.

12. The subdivider, owner(s), their assigns or successors shall pay any outstanding real property taxes and
comply with all other applicable State statutes and County ordinances pertaining to building improvements
and land use.
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Should any of the foregoing conditions not be complied with, the Planning Director may proceed to declare
this Variance Permit null and void,

Sincerely,

DUANE KANUHA
Planning Director

JRH:nci
P:\Admin Permits DivisionlVariance\2013\VAR-13-D00173TrueHeffron WaleMPVL,doc

Encls: Agency Comments, etc,

xc: DWS-Engineering Branch
SUB-12-001200

xc w/encls: Saithorn Heffron &John R. True
95 West Na'auao Street
Hilo, HI 96720

G, Ballado, GIS Section (via email)
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October 1.5, 2013 MEMQRANP1JM

TO; QUANE KANUHA, I'l.A.l\'N[NG DIRECTOR DATE: October 4. 2013

SUBJECf: VARIANCE p"f'i'Ut:A"llON (VAR 13·000113)
APPLICANT: CLYDe K. MATSUNAGA, lMATA AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
OWNERS: TRUElHEi'fRON FAMlLY mU:::'T
REQUEST: VARIANCE FROM CHAP rER 23, SUBDIVISIONS. ARTICLE 6.
DIVISION 2,IMPROVEM8'<'TS REQUIRED, SECTION 23·84, WATER
SUPPLY
TAX MAP KEY; 2-6-010:099 (SUB 12-ooIZoo) ,,

In regarosto the abo"e·mentiunerl Vnrinnce Ilrp\icati~m.the HlIwai'i Fire DcPfI11ent recommends
thnt the fol1owinl; shall be in acc()roUtlce; .

NFPA I U"':U:QIt.,\'1 FIR!'; CODE. 2006 EI)ITION I
Nolt: NFPA J, Hawai'i Slate Fire Codt with COl<nJy UmendTTWl/ls. County arendmellls arf!
idenlijitdlfilh apreceding "C-'· nfthe reference codt. I
Chapter 18 Fire [kp;lrtmt:nl Access and Water Supply I
18.1 G..n..roll. Fire dcpartmclll uccess (lnd water supplies shall comply With~hi\ '''''.pter.

For occupancies oran especially haz.ardous nalott:, ()r where Spl:Cilll hazards exisl in addition to
toc normal hnzard of the occupancy. or where access for fire apparnlus is un uly dllTicult, or
an:as v.1Krc there is un intldequate fire now, or inauequate fire hydrant SPIlC ng. and the AHl may
~equire additional safeguards including. but notlimiled w. ~Jiti()md fire lI~ance units. more
than one type of Ilpplillnce. (,)r special systems suitable for the protection of I haurd involved.

lRl.l Plans

"1.1 ,r", ArPm.., A,m. PI,"""' fire .,!",roM """ m'd",,,L ~
,"bm,"e" '""" fi" d,p,rtm,," fm ,,,,,W ,"d ,ppm..' pnm to ,,",,rue"1' •

H.-I' , ....oIy .... E4JoolO,pon...." _dt._h.,Ioy<' I088136.

SUBJECT; Application; Variance (VAR·13-QOO173)
Applicant: CLYDE K. MATSUNAGA, IMATA AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Ownen;: TRUElHl:FJ'ROr.; FAMILY TRUST
Request: Variance from Chapter 23. Subdivisions, Article 6, Divhion 2.

Impr(lvcment~ Required, Section 2,,-M, Waler Supply
Tax Map Key: 2-6-010:092 (SIJB-IZ-0012001

Concerrn; on water quality f()r lead, clJPPer, algat: and microbiological and chemical
contaminations in private water SyS1C8S have identified the need for self monitoring. The
Department of Health does not support the use of these privale nun catchment systems for
drinking water purpo~e, since the quality may 001 meet Na(j()nai Primary Drinking Water

Stan<hros for potable drinking water for human consumption, 'The: U.S. Environmental
protection Agency (EPA) defines human consumption to include drinking, bathing. showering,
cooking, dishW"d>hing, maintaining oroll hygiene aDd includes hand washing.

11&7939

DullJlC Kanuha
Planning DiIeClvr, C()unty or Hawaii

WORD: VAR-U·OOOt13.Di

FROM: Newton Inouye *
Di~triet Environmental Health Progrdln Chief

The Department of Healtb·~Safe Drinking Water Branch authority on drinking water quality i~

ba.sed on the definition of a "public water system." A "public W!l.lt" 5Y1tem" means a system
which provides water for human consumption through pipe or otlx:r C{lll5lnJeted conveyance if
such sy~tem has fifteen (15) service ronnections or regularly serves an average of at least
twenty-live (25) individuals daily at least sixty (60) days out oflbe year. All puhlic water
sy~tems <Ire regulated by tht: Department of Health and Miall be in compliance with the Hawaii
Adminislmtiw: Rule~. Title 11, Chapter 20. Recommend the sutldivision Jots be connected 10 an
existing public water-systeDl.

TO;DARREN J. ROSARIO, FIRE CHIEFFROM:
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18.2,3.1..3· When not more than two one- and two-family dwellingJ orprivate gantgcs, carporl'>,
sheds. ag.ricultuml buildiop. and detached huikLinp or lItl'\1CtUrcs. 4(l(lft" (37 ~) or Ials are
present, the requircmmts of 18,2.3.1 through 18,2.3.2,1 Will he permiU():Ilo be rIXldificd by the
AHJ.

18.2.3.1.4 l},lnm fire departnlCl:lI acccs:!I roads cannot be installed due to location on property,
topography, waterways, nOflrtCiOtiable grlldee;, or other ~imilar conditions, too Mil shaD be
authorized to require additional fire protection features.

18.2.3.1: A«css to BaiJdin&.

18.1:.3.1:.1 A fire department l!1XeS3 road ahaI! ~tcnd to within in 50 ft (IS m) of1lI (~t one
exterior door that can he opc:ned trom the outside thai. providC!lllCCCM to the interior ofthe
building. Exception: I and 2 sioglo-family dwcl1lngll.

18.2,3.2.1.1 When buildinss Ill"C protected throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler
s:%tem that is installed in accordance wilh NFPA n, NFPA 130. or NAJA DR, thedi.~ancein
18.2.3.2.1 shall be pennitted to be illcn:llSed to 300 foot,

18.2.3.2.2 Fire department access roads shal1 be provided such that any portion oflhe facility or
any portion of lln exterior wall oft~ firxt KIclry oftllo:: tnUlding is located nOI more than 150 ft (46
m) from fire depl1rtmenl tlCCdf rolldll8! mta5uro::l by an apProved route around the exterior of
the building or facility,

18.2.3.2.2.1 When buildings IIl'C protected throughout with lll:l approved automatic sprinkler
s:%tent that ~ installed in accordance with NFPA 13, NFPA 13D, or NFPA 13K. the distance in
18.23.2.2 shall be permitted to be inaeased to 450 ft (137 rn),

18.:U.J Multiple AcetSS Rosds. More than ooc fire department accc:ss road shall be provided
when it is determined by t~ MIl tha1access by a Bingle road could be impaired hy vehicle
congestion, condition ofterram. climatic conditions, or other facto~ thaI could limit aoccss.

18.2.3.4 Specifications.

UI.2.3.4.1 Dimeasions.

C-I8.2.3.4.1.1 FDAR shall have an unobstructed width ofoot k::ss than 201 with an approved
turn arolIDd area if the FDAR cxcecJlb 150 feet. Eueptloa: FDAR lOr one and two famiJy
dwellings.shnll haw rID WlObstructed width ofnot less titan 15 fed, with an a:e. nfnot 1m thaD
20 feet wide within 150 fcctofthe !trua.\1rebcing protected, An approved turn arolIDd area shall
be provided if the FDAR exceeds 250 fuel.

Duane Kllnuha
October 15.2013
Page 2

18.1.1.2 Firl! Hydnnt Systems. Plans and specific~tjons for fire hYdrant systems shall be
submincd 10 the fire departlm:J\t for review lind appro\'a1 prior to construction.

C-18.1.1.2.1 Fire Hydnnl lise and RestriclioIU. No l.mauthori7.cd person shall use or operate
any Fire hydrant unless such person first ;;ecures permis:tion or 11 penni! from the owner or
representative of the department, or company that owns or governs thaI WIIter supply or system,
Exception: Fir~ Department personnel conducting firefighting operations. hydra.,t testing. and/or
maint..:Dance, and the flushing and accepvm~ of hydrants witnessed by Fire Prevention Bureau
personnel.

18.2 Fire Dcparlm~ntAnus.

18,2.1 Fir~ department access and fire department access roads shall be provided and maintain~tl

in accordimc~ with Section 18,2.

18.2.2* Aecess to Structures or Area~.

18.2.2.1 Access BOl(es). The AHJ shall have the authority to require an access box(es) to be
installed in El1\ accessibk location where access to or ....;thin a structure or QrCll is difficult becttUSC
ofsecl.lriry,

18.2.2.2 Access to G~ted Subdivisil)m or Developments. The AHJ shall have the authority to
require fire depanment ac\:ess be provided 10 gated subdivisions or developments through the usc
ofan approved device or system.

18.2.2..3 Access Maintenance. The o-..,n;:r 0, OCCUpl'll1t of a structure or area, with required fire
department access as specified in 18.2.2, I or 18.2,2.2. shall notifY the AHJ when the access is
modified in a manner that could preven~ fire department access.

ItU..3 Fire lkpartment Access Roads. (·may be refem:d as FDAR)

18.2.3.1 Required Acccu.

18.2.3.1.1 Approved fire department access roads shall be provided for every facility. building. or
portion of a building hereafter construCted or relocated.

18.2.3.1.2 Fire Department acces.s roads shall consist of roadway,,", flle \amos, parking lots lanes.
or a comhinlltion thereof.

n. 0 ,_ _Ii .. ww • • J
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18.2...3.4.6.2" The angle ofapproach and departun: for ilUly mean:; offirc dqlartment ilCCCSS road
.Wall not exceed 1 fI drop in 20 fI (0.3 TO drop in 6 m) or the design limitutiollS ofthe fire
apparnlU'l Mthc tire dc:partrne:nt, and shall be subject to approval by the AHJ.

18.:2-1.•.6.3 Fire departmmt access roads CDlUlecting to roadwa~ shaU be provided with cum
cuts extending at lea~t 2 fI (0.61 m) hcyond each edge ofthe lire lane.

18.2.3..4.7 Traffic Calmiug Devices. The dC$ign and \Be oftratfic calming devices shall be
approved the ARl.

18.2.3.5 Marking of Fire Apparatps Auess Road.

18.2.3.5.1 Wlx:rc clXJ.uircd by the AHl, approved sips or other 3pf'mvo:d IlOtice!l WI! be
provided and maintained to identify fire departmenta~ roadll or 10 prohIbit the obstruction
thcreofofbolh.

18.2.3.5.2 A marl::ed fire II.ppal"lltus IICCCSlI mad shall also be known as II. fire lane.

18.2.4" Obstruction and Cootn.ll of Fire Departmml Ace". Road.

111.2.4.1 Genellli.

18.2.4.1.1 The rt:quired width ofa fire departmcD1~ road shall oot be obslnlcted in any
m<IIlflCf, including by the parking ofvdticle3.

111.2.4.1.2 Mininwm required widths aru:I clelU'llrlCell established under 18.2.3.4 shall be maiota.i:oed
at all tUnes.

Ul.2A.L1· Facilities and structures shaU be maintained in II. manner that does not impair or
impede accessibility filr fire depllrtment operations.

18.2.4.1.'1 Entrances lu fire dqllu11T1Cntl11lCCCS3 roads that havo beet! closed with gates and
barricn: til 3u;urtlan,:c with 18.2.4.2.1 Khall not be obstructed by parkod vehicJe:s.

111.2.4.2 Closure of Acceawa}'s.

18.2.4.2.' 'Th:: AHJ shall be authurized lu "",uin: the installation and maintClam:e ofgates or
other :a.pprovcd barricades across roads. trails, or other acccsswll.ys not including public streets.
alle)'S. or highways.

18.2.4.2.2 When: required. gate:! and barricades~ be ~ecured in ;uJllPproved manner.

Duane KaDuha
Octobcl' 15,2013
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e-18.2.3.4.1.2 FDAR shall Imvc an uoobstrueted vmicaI cleanmce ofnot less thai 13ft 6 in.

C-18.2.3.4.J.2..l Vertical clearances may be ina-eased or roduced by the Am, provided such
inaease OT reduction does not impair'acce:ss by the fire appllTlltUS. and approved,igns are
instalJed lllld maintained indicating sudl approved clwlges.

18.2.3.4.1.2.2 Vertical cleanmC(:$ sbalJ be inaeascd when vertical clearat:tces or width<; are not
adequate to accormmdal:e fire apparntus.

C-18.2.3.4.2 Surfa<:e. Fire department aCCCBS roads and bridges shaD be designed and
maintained to Sllpport tbe imposed loads (25 Tons) ofthe fire apparatuS. Such FDAR and sba11 be
comprised oflUl a1J-wClllbcr driving!Ufface.

18.2.3....3 Turning Radius.

C- 111.2.3.4.3.1 Fin: depllrtIllaIt aecess roads shall hllve a minimum inside tuming radius of30
feet, IUId II rnininIwn outside turning radius of60 foct.

18.2.:U.3.2 Tums in fire department llCCCS3 road shaD maintain the minitraun TOad width.

18.2.3....4 Dud Ends. Dead·end fire department llCCCS.'I roads in excess of 150 fI (46 m) in lcngth
shall be provided with approved provmom for the fire llpPllf"ldus 10 turn aroUDd.

18.2.3....5 Bridges.

18.2_1.45.1 When a bridge i9 required to be used IS pan ofa fire depart:malt access road, it shall
be con<;trueted and maintained in IICCOrdllrlce "'ith oounty-requirements.

18.2-3.45.2 The bridge shall be de:rign&:d fw 11 Jive lolld sufficient to cany the imposed loads of
tire 8pplll'lltus.

18.2.3....5.3 Vehicle load I.i:rnit, shaD. be posted lit both CfltIllI)CC:S to bridges where required by the
AHJ.

111.2.3.4.6 Grade.

C- 18.2.3.4.6.1 The tnIIXimum gradient ofa FIe depllrtnlaJt access road shall not el\cced 12
percent for unpaved mrface:s and 15 percent for paved surfaces. Tn areas ofthe FDAR where a
Fire appllflltm would l:ODDed to a Fire hydrant or Firtl Department Connection, the maximum
gradioot of such area(s) shall not c:xcecd 10 PC-CCDt.
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}8.3.5 Privale water supply S}'3tems sha11 be tested and maintained in accordance with NFPA 25
or county requirements as dC1m:nincd by the AHJ.

18.3.6 Where required by the AHJ, fire hydrants subject to vchicular damage shaD be proto;;ttd
unJ=s IoClltcd within a public right ofw,llY.

18.3.7 The AHJ shall be ootified whl..-ncvc:r any fire hydmnt is plncOO out ofservice or returned to
service. Owners ofprivate property mjuired to have hydrants shall maintain hydrant fcallds of
approva~ testing., and maintenance, in accortlance with the respective oounty water requircmenlS.
Records shall he made available fur review by the AHJ upon request.

c- 18.3.8 Minimum water supply for buildings that do not meet the minimum County water
standan:ls:

Buildings up to 2000 square foct, 5hal1 have a minimum ofJ.ooo gaDons OfWatCf available for
Firefighting.

Buildings 2001- 3000 square feet, shall haw II. m:inimum. of6,OOO gaDons ofwalcr available for
Firefighting.

Buildings. 3001·6000 squan:: feet, sha1I have: a minimum of 12,000 gallons of water available for
Firefighting.

Buildings. grcatCl' than 6000 5qulJe fCc:t, shall moe1 the minimum CoUlU.)' Wal.~ 1mG iire fiow
requir=ents.

Muhiple slOry buildings shall multiply the square feet by the amount ofstorilZ when determining
the minimum water supply.

Commercial buildings requiring a minimwn fire flow of2000gpm per the Dcpartmmt ofWater
standards shall douhlc lhe minimum water supply reserved (or fircfighting.

Fire Departmml Connections (FOe) 10 a1tl:lTUllive water supplies shall comply with 18.3.8 (1).(6)
oftilu code.

NOTE: 10 tbat wat~(catchment 'YttelIlll are being used. a. a lfIeans o(wawr supply ror
tl.f"efighting, SDcb iyuems dian meet the fQDowing r-equlremenu:
(1) In that a single water tank is used lOr both domestic and firefighting WaitT, the water for

dome;tic use shalloot be: capable ofbeing drawn from the water reserved (or fircfiglning;

o-!Cro>oho
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18..2.4.2.3 Roads, tnils. mid other lICCCSSW8)'9 that have been elosed llIId obstructed in the manner
prescribed by IS.2.4.2.1 shall not he ~8S.'ledupon or used unless Illlthorlzerl hy theo~ and
th<MU.

18.2.4.2.4 Puhlic offiea':> l:lCtiog within their soopc of duty shall be permitted to access restricted
property identi6cd in }8.2.4.2.1.

18.2.4.2.5 Locks., gates. doors, barricades, chains, endosures., signs. tags, or seals that have been
instaIIed by the fire department or bYns order or under its control shall not be removed, Unlocked..
destroyed, tsrnpc:red with, or otherwise vandalized in any 0llUIIICf".

18.3 Wlter Supplies lIDd I1re Hydraatl

18.3.1. A water supply approved by the oounty, capable ofsupplying the required fire flow for
fire protection shad be provided to all premi:le:s upon which facilities or buikiings, or portions
t:ba"cof. are hereoftcr constrUcted, or moved into or within the ooUItty. When any portion of the
facility or building is in excess of150 feet (45 720 rrm) from a water supply on a fire appanrtus
access road, as me8SU1'cd by lilt approved route around the ClIlcrior o(!be facility or building, on­
!lite tire hydrllltls and mains capable ofsupplying the required tire f1Dw 5hal1 be provided when
required by lhe AMJ. For on-sile fire hydrant requirements see 3eCtion 18.3.3.
EXCEPTIONS:

I. When facilit:ics or buildings, or portions thereof; are completely protected with lilt

approved autamt!1ic fire s.prinkler system the provisions ofSectKln 18.3.1 may be modified
bytbeAHJ.

2. when Wlrter supply requirement:'! cannot be installed due to topography or other
conditions, the AHJ may require additional fire protection lIS specified in section 18.3.2 lIS
amended in the code.

3. v,'hen tbere are not more than two dwellings, or two private garage, carports, sheds and
agricultw-al. Occupancies, the requiremmts of section 18.3.1 maybemotlified byAHJ.

18.3.2· Where no adequate or reliable water d.istt11n:Lrion system exists, approved reservoirs,
pressure tanks, elevated tanks, fire depllltmCltllankc:r shutlles, or other approved systuns capllble
ofproviding the required tire flow shall be permiu"ll.

18.3.3. The location, number and type ofme bydrard:S connected to a waler supply capable of
deliveriog me required fire flow shall be provided on a fire apparatus access road on the site ofthe
premises or both, iIi accordance with the appropriate coWltywatel" requirements.

18.3,.( Frr"e Hydrants and ooIUlections to other approved water supplies shaD. be accessible to the
fire departrnC'nt.
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gt=ter th3n 2000squnre feet, but lc.'ll'1 than 3000 square feet and mc:ct.s the
minimum Fire Department ACCC53 Road requirements, the distance 10 the Fire
DqxutlOCllt Connection may be increa.100 to $00 feci.

(5) For buiklings with an approved Ilutoffilltic sprinkler fl)'Stcm, the minimum water
supply required may be modified.

Ifthere are any que,;tions regllI'ding these requirancnts, fllcase contact the Fire Prevention Bureau
at (808) 932-2912.

______/cSL...
1- DARREN J. ROSARIO

Fire Chief

RPlk
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(2) Minimum pipe diameter siT..e3 from the wale" supply to the Fire: [)qIa:rtmcrlt
CO~ioT1 (FOC) shall be!13 follows:

(a) 4" for C900 PVC pipe;
(b) 4" for C9<Xi PE pipe;
(e) 3" for ductik lron;
(d) 3' for galvllnizcd steel.

(3) The Fire !>t:pllrtment Comection (FOC) shaD:
(a) be made of galvanizal steel;
(b) have a gated valve with 2-1/2 indl, National Siandard 'I'bread male

fitting and cap;
(c) be located bet~en 8 ft and 16 ft from the F"lre depanmc:nt access.

The location shaD be approved by the AHJ;
(d) not be JocaJ.ed less than 24 mcs, and no highe:r than 36 inches from

finish grade, as measw-ed from the center ofthe me orifice;
(e) be secure and capable ofwithstanding drafting operations. EngiDeered

stamped plans may be required;
(f) not be located IJXIre than 150:feet. ofme most remote part, but not less

than 20 feet, ofthe structure bmg protected;
(g) also comply with section 111.3 and 18.2.3.4.6.1 of this code;

(4) Commercial buildings requiring a fire llow of2000gpm shall be provided with
a second me. Each. FOe slmIl be independan ofc:ac:h other, with each FDC being
cap.able of &wiDg SOOgpm by engioeeRd design standards. The S¢C:()nd FOe shall
be located in l!IIlD"ca approved by the AID with the idea of multiple Fire apparatus'
conductmg <bRing op<ntions at once, in mind.

(5) Inspection and iIlUrtc:nance shall be in aceurdaoce 10 NFPA 25.
(6) The OWDet" or lessee ofthe property shall bercsponsible ror maintaining the watCl'l"

level. quaJity, and appw1enanccs of the system.

EXCEPTIONS TO SEcnON 18.3.8:
(1) Agricultural buildm~ storage sheds, and shade houses with Ill) combus1iblc

ur eqllipment storage.
(2) Buildings~ thzm 800 square ret:!. in size that rr=ts the: rninitmun Fire

Department~ Road requirements.
(3) For one and two fiunily dwellings. agricuhural building!, storage sheds, and

detached garages 80010 2000 square feel in stLc, anti meets tbe minimum Fire
Departmellt Ae«:SS Road requirements., the distance to the FlIt: Departmtnl
Cormection may be increased to 1000 feet.

(4) For ODe lind two fiunily dwellings, agricultural buildings, and storage shoo;b
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34, KEtlOM1AO'A STREET, SUITE 2Q • HILO, HAWAI'I 9672Q

TELEPHONE (808) 961·8050 • ~AX (8'H) 961.8657
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TO;

FROM:

SUBJr.CT:

Mr. [)uan~ Ka!1uhll. Direct",
Planning Department

Quirino Anlonio, Jr., Manager-Chief&.gineer

VAR1ANCE (VAR 13...000173)
SUBDIVISiON APFUCATION NO. 12·001200
SUBDIVIDER - TRUE IHtFFRON FAMILY TRUST
TAX MAr KEY 2-6-{l10;09?

.~,
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,~

o

: (.~

..:~

We tLave reviewed th<: subject application fOl"~ proposed subdivision.

AI; staled previously in QUr lmer of September 16, 2013, the subject pared is currently Sf;'rved by a 5lg-inch
meIer. which is limited to an average dllily u,ugt of 400 gal\onsa1\d s\li'lablefor only one singk-family
dwelling.

The Ucpartment's existing water system faeilities c.nnnot suppon the proposed subdivision at this lime.
ElIll:nsiv<;" improvc:rnents and additions, which may include, but nUl ~ limilcd to. source, storage, bOO5ter
pumps, lran.mi,sion, and distribl,tion facilities, would be: required.

Sbould the subject Varianee applieatiOll be approved, the applicant must de~ignate, in writing, which lot within
the proposed subdivision ,,"'ill be assigned the ellisting 5/8-.inch meter currently serving the subjet:t parcel
(Account No. 390-79820). Further. lh" applicant shall be mformed lha-l the existing meter shan not be shared
with any other dwelling or with the other pro~d lots and the water s)ol;lem piping btolweeo the lots shall not be
interecnncctl'd in any way.

!';ho"ld lhere "'" ~oy qll~sti<>ns, p]ea~ eC!llacl Mr. Larry Beek of oUr Water Resoun:es And Ph","inll B,a",;h._
961-8070. extension 260.

Sincerely yours,

~
..(it. Quirino Antonio, Jr., P.E.

Manager-ChiefEngineer

LB:dfg

eupy - ImElln and Associates. Inc.

.Waur, Our~aJtPruiaus !!(gSOUfce. .~ 'M-l1iJ'l '}(itflt.
_o.o.-..oI_~""(""'Ori[IooO.~.~_~.
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