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Special Management Area Minor Permit No. 14-000314 

Project: 
Applicant: 

Replacement of Existing Lifeguard Towers at Five County Beach Parks 
Hawai'i Fire Department 

Landowner: County of Hawai'i 
B.P. Bishop Estate, Leased to County of Hawai'i (no. 16,586) 

TMK 
(3) 1-4-093:040 
(3) 2-1-014:013 
(3) 2-1-017:019 
(3) 2-1-019:010 
(3) 2-6-026:001 

Location . Land Area 
Laepao'o-Ahalanui, Puna, Hawai'i 1.361 
Waillkea, South Hilo, Hawai'i 21.091 
WaiAkea, South Hilo, Hawai'i 1.9223 
Waiiikea, South Hilo, Hawai'i 4.567 
'Alae, South Hilo, Hawai'i 2.77 

Applicant's Request 

1. Project Description: 

The proposed project would replace five (5) lifeguard towers at the subject county 
beach parks with five (5) new towers mounted on stainless steel skid foundations_ 
New towers will be approximately 14' by 14' and have a height of 15' at the roof 
apex. 

2. Purpose of Project: 

The existing lifeguard towers are deteriorating and in need of replacement. 

3. Project Valuation: $250,000 

State and County Plans 

1. State Land Use District: All parcels, with the exception ofTMK (3) 1-4-093:040 
are within the State Land Use Urban District. TMK (3) 1-4-093:040 is within the 
State Land Use Conservation District. 

2. General Plan: All parcels are designated Open by the Hawai'i County General Plan 
Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide (LUPAG) Map. 

3. County Zoning: TMKs (3) 2-1-014:013, (3) 2-1-017:019 and (3) 2-1-019:010 are 
zoned Open by the County. TMK (3) 1-4-093:040 is zoned Agricultural (A-Ia) and 
TMK (3) 2-6-026:001 is zoned Residential (RS-IS) by the County. 
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4. Special Management Area: All properties are loclited entirely within the SMA with 
shoreline rrontage along each parcel. 

5. Flood Zone: VE 

Compliance with Objectives and Policies of Cbllpter 20SA; Hawai'i Revised Statutes 

Checked boxes below indicate that the objectives and policies are found to be consistent 
with the proposed development Issuance of a SMA MinorPermitrequires that the 
activities, uses. or operations be consistent with all,pbjectives;&policies, 

.. -'.' ':.. .. -
The proposed development is consistent with the fol,l(),~ingo~jC:CJives and policies: 

IXI Development will not have any significant adve.rs.e epviropmental or ecological 
effect, except as such adverse effect is minimized to the extent practicable and 
clearly outweighed by public health, safety, or compellingpublic interest, Such 
adverse effect shllli inc1~de, but not be limited to,thepotential,cumulative impact 
of individual developments, each one of which taken in itself might not have a 
substantial adverse effect and the elimination o~pliuuling options. ' 

lID The proposed development is'consistent with'the Hawai'i C;:punty General Plan 
and the Zoning Code. " ~ " ' , , 

";' .J " 

lID The" proposeddevelopmtmt does not conflict with the following objectives of 
Chapter 205A, HRS"to:, ' 

lID Provide coastal recreational oPPOltunities accessible to the public. 

IXI Protect, preserve" and where desirable, restore those natural and man-made 
historic and pre-historic resources in the coastal zone management area 
that are significant in Hawaiian and American history and culture. 

[E] Protect, preserve, and where desirable, restore or improve the quality of 
coastaL scenic and open space resources. 

lID Protectyal.uab/e coastal ecosystems from disruption and minimize adverse 
impactS an all coastal ecosystems. 

[E] Provide public or private facilities and improyeme~t~ important to the 
State's economy in suitable locations. 

[E] Reduce hazard to life and property fu,m t~arni,storm waves,' stream 
flooding, erosion, subsidence and pollution. 

[E] Improve the development review process, commumcation, and public 
participation in the management of coastid resources and hazards. 

[E] , Stimulate public awareness, education, and participation in coastal 
management. 

, [E] Protect beaches for public use and recreation. 

[E] Promote the protection, use, and development of marine and coastal 
resources to assw'e their sustainability. 

lID The proposed development is consistent with the following policies of Chapter 
205A, HRS, relating to: 
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[E] Recreational Resources 

[E] Historic Resources 

[E] Scenic and Open Space Resources 

[E] ~oastal Ecosyst~ms 

[E] Economi~ U~es 

[E] . CoastaiHazatds, 

[E] ManagmgDevelopinent 

[E] ; P1lblicPilrticip'ati<in 

[E] Beach' Proti:ction 
,'';,1:;'\ ",' ,:, . 

[E] MafineResoljrces , 

[E] , The JlrOpd~dde'(eJoptpelwc,<J1'lforinst'? me reqWr~inentsof Cbajl~ 343, HRS, 
regarding EnviioilinentalliripactS~teineiits:' .,.' '. , ', 

',r' '! . , ,~, ' .' 

, . ' I 
As discussed above, th~proposeddevelopment willnothave any significant adverse 
environmental or ecological effect,except aSsuthai:fver~e·effect is mililmlzed to the' 
extent praL11cable and clearly outweighed by public health, slifety:,or compelling public 
interest. 

The proposed.deyelopmentis9onsifltent.VJith ~e Hawai,'i County General Plan arid 
Zoning C, ode: ' ...... ,. ',. ' 

',1 •. ' 

The proposed is alsocOnsisrent wfth the oDjectives, policies, arid SMA guidelines of 
Chapter 205A, H~~., ' 

The estimated project cost of $250,000 is not in' excess hf $SOO,OOO .. 

The enclosed Department of Public Wotks;Engirieering Division'memoraridlllIl dated 
September IS, 2014, states the following:' ' 

"We have reviewed the~uhject applicationforcr,>mpliancewithChapter 27,Fioodplain 
Management,forwarded by your memo dated September J5, 2014 and have no objections 
to the request. 

The subject parcel~ (except Honoli 'j BP) are in areas designated ~. Flood Zone VE on 
the Flood InSurancei?ate yap (FIRM) by.the FederalEmergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Flood Zone VE is the Special Flood Haza~d Area inundated by the lOO-year 
flood (1% chance a/occurring in any 'given year). Honoi! 'i Beach Park is in an area that 
is not mapped by FEMA and is noted as an area 0/ "minimal tsunami inundation. " 

Each lifeguard tower is exempt from the requirements o/Chapter 27 because it is not 
considered a "structure" as defined by iheCode 0/ Feder9l Regulations (44 CFR 59.1) ... 
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(' ,ApprovIidUses,ActiVities and.Qperatiolls, ' 
• ,.I-

Pursuant to Planning Commission Rule Section 9-10(e);Special Management Area 
Minor Permit N'o. 14-000314,is:hereby approved for the'removal of five (S) existing 
lifeguard tower~ruid:the:.insllillEition of five (S)newlifegtiailftOvvers and their associated 
stainless steel skid f<rimdations, subject to the appli(:allfs compliance with the conditions 
of approval as specifiedbelo~.' , ' , 

Conditions' of Approval ' 
:.< ',' ;... 

The Planning Director has approved SMA Miilor PermltNO':1~314, subject to the 
following conditIons: . 

1. The appii::ant; its successors or assigns sliall be responsible for complying with all 
stated conditions' of approval. 

2. The applicant shall secure all necessary approvitlsandpennits from other affected 
federal, state, and county agencies as necessary to comply with all applicable laws 
and regulations. 

3. The applicant shall secure a Conservation District Use Pennit or other written 
approval from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Office of 
Conservation and Coastal.Lands (DLNR-O,CCL) for the removal of the existing 
lifeguard tower and installation of a new tower on parcel (3)' 1-4-093:040, which 
is located within'the State Land Use Conservation district. A copy of any such 
approval shall be submitted to the Planning Department prior to any replacement 
of the lifeguard tower on this parcel. 

4. The applicant shall secure a Conservation District Use Permit or other written 
approval from theDLNR-OCCL for installation of any lifeguard tower, or portion 
of any tower, on or makai of the shoreline. 

S. During work, all demolition and construction waste shall be removed daily from 
within the SMA and recycled or disposed of at an appropriate location as 
designated by the Department of Environmental Management. 

6. All demolition and construction activities associated with this permit shall be 
completed within two years of the date of this permit. 

7, To the extent possible, all activities and operations associated with this pennit 
should occur on dates and times that would result in the lowest possible impact to 
public users of the beach parks. 

8, Discovery of any unidentified sites or remains, such as artifacts, shell, bone or 
charcoal deposits, human burials, rock or coral alignments, pavings or walls will 
require that all work in the immediate area shall cease, The Planning Director 
shall be immediately notified. Work may proceed with an archaeological 
clearance from the Planning Director. The archaeological clearance requires a 
finding that sufficient mitigative measures are taken for the discovery; with 
written guidance from the State Historic Preservation Division of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources. 
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9. An extensio~;of-Fne/()rthel?f#:()i;tl:i~~.of',th"con:~itiO~s con~lJred h~rein may 
be granted bythe.Planmng DIrector tiponthe followmgclfcumstances: " 

, - " ",' - :l 

.. ' a) The rion~perfOJ:man~isthe;resUlt·of ccinaiiionsthiitiC'ould ndthave 
b~ foreseel!.4raie beyond thci control ofth~appHdlIlf,si;uip!ssors or 
asslgns;·and.that are ll.otthe,result oftheii fault orncigligence; 

~ :.',,: ,,' '," ~ '" ,j " " .' j,' - ," , 

b) Grantiilg of thetime extension would riot be contr1U)' to the original 
reasons for the granting of the permit; and 

c) The time,exteiJSion'~Mshallbe for a.period ~f not to exceed the 
peiiodorigmluly 'gm;te~furperf6rniance (i.e., aco~dition to be 
p¢'ornied Withinotiey~arlnay be extendedupto'oneadditional year). 

10. Should~y~f the c6nditionsnotb~ !1letor sulistantiallycompli&il1iili ill atlmely 
fashion, ~e PlanningDi~tor$,1,Ili.lliti;l.te procedures to revoke 'thepennit. 

, - - "" -, , - .' -

If you have questions; please feelfreeto.COlltactLucas Mead of this departinent at 
961·8140. ..' .' . , .. ; . ";, .. " 

SEP 2620i4 . 
~ - . 

Date 
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