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The County planning Commission at a duly held public hearing on
September 11, 1980, considered the application of MAUNA LOA
MACADAMIA NUT CORPORATION for a Special Permit in accordance with
Chapter 205, Section 205-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended, and
Rule No. 6 of the Planning Commission relating to Special permit to
allow the construction of a visitor center complex which also
includes a sales area, snack shop, and offices at Keaau, Puna,
Hawaii, Tax Map Key 1-6-01:por. of 20.

The Commission has found the following:

"That the proposed use will not be contrary to the
objectives sought to be accomplished by the State Land Use Law
and Regulations. The intent of these statutory provisions is to
preserve, protect and encourage the development of lands in the
State for those uses to which they are best suited in the
interest of the public health and welfare of the people in
Hawaii. In the case of the Agricultural District, the intent is
to preserve lands of high agricultural potential for
agricultural uses. The purpose of the subject request is to
allow the establishment of a new visitor Center which will
include a snack shop and related facilities, retail store,
exhibition area, demonstration pavilion, office space, and
storage area. The new Visitor Center will be an integral part
of the Mauna Loa Macadamia Nut Corporation's agricultural
endeavors for its macadamia nut farm operation in Hawaii. The
center will be an asset for the promotion and sale of macadamia
nut products by providing education and commercial enterprise.
Definite benefits will accrue to the petitioner as well as other
macadamia nut operations in terms of greater exposure and
expansion of the market.

In light of these factors, it is determined that the
proposed use will be a positive benefit and support to
agriculture for the Island of Hawaii. The proposed facilities
will indeed further the objectives o£ the Land Use Law and
Regulations by encouraging and strengthening existing and future
agricultural activities in the area. It is also a fact that the
granting of this particular request would also complement the
Economic goal of the General pla~ which states that "The County



of Hawaii shall strive for diversification of its economy by
strengthening existing industries and attracting new endeavors."

The proposed uses will also not affect the surrounding
properties and land uses. Macadamia Orchards owns the subject
property as well as much of the surrounding area and they have
authorized Mauna Loa Macadamia Nut Corporation to act on their
behalf in the application. This land is presently used for
macadamia nut production. Therefore, it is determined that the
proposed activities will not have an adverse impact on
surrounding properties nor to the overall agricultural
activities in the area.

All of the essential utilities and services are or will be
made available to the subject property.

In light of the above stated reasons, the Commission feels
that the proposed uses will be consistent with the guidelines
for granting of a Special Permit. A major policy of the State
and county is the encouragement and support of agricultural
activities throughout the State. The proposed uses are directly
supportive of agricultural activities, namely, macadamia nut
production. It is therefore concluded that the granting of this
particular request would. be beneficial to the people in the
State of Hawaii relative to adopted agricultural policies.

Therefore, the Commission hereby grants to the petitioner a
Special Permit to allow the construction of a visitor center complex
which also includes a sales area, snack shop, and offices at Keaau,
Puna, Hawaii, pursuant to the authority vested in it by Chapter 205,
Section 205-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as amended, and Rule No.6
of the Planning Commission.

Approval of the Special Permit is subject to the following
conditions:

1. That plans for the proposed development be submitted for
plan approval and be approved within one (1) year from the
effective date of approval of the Special Permit.

2. That the petitioner or authorized representative shall
receive suodivision approval within one (1) year from the
effective date of the Special permit.

3. That construction of the proposed facilities snaIl commence
within one (1) year from the date of receipt of final plan
approval and be completed within two (2) years thereafter.

4. That the requirements of the State Department of Health be
complied with.

5. That all other applicable rules, regulations, and
requirements shall be complied with.

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the Special
permit may be deemed null and void by the Planning Commission.

The effective date of the Special Permit shall be September 11,
1980.
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Dated at Hila, Hawaii, this //z:d day of &fG,1 , 19SL vi). P

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGALITY:

Date: r n.w II
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