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Planning Department
County of Hawaiil
Hilo, Hawaii

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT
by
MAUNA LOA MACADAMIA NUT COPORATION
for
VISITOR CENTER COMPLEX WHICH

)
) SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 462
)
)
)
INCLUDES A SALES AREA, SNACK SHOP)
)
)
)
)

AND OFFICES
in
KEAAU, PUNA, HAWAIZI

SPECIAL PERMIT

The County Planning Commission at a duly neld public hearing on
September 11, 1980, considered the application of MAUNA LOA
MACADAMIA NUT CORPORATION for a Special Permit in accordance with
Chapter 205, Section 205-6, Hawail Revised Statutes, as amended, and
Rule No. 6 of the Planning Commission relating to Special Permit to
allow the construction of a visitor center complex which also
includes a saleg area, snack shop, and offices at Keaau, Puna,
Hawaii, Tax Map Key 1-6-0i:Por. of 20.

The Commission has found the following:

"That the proposed use will not be contrary to the
objectives sought to be accomplished by the State Land Use Law
and Regulations. The intent of these statutory provisions is to
preserve, protect and encourage the development of lands in the
State for those uses to which they are best suited in the
interest of the public health and welfare of the people in
Hawaii., In the case of the Agricultural District, the intent is
to preserve lands of high agricultural potential for
agricultural uses. The purpose of the subject reguest is to
allow the establishment of a new Visitor Center which will
include a snack shop and related facilities, retail store,
exhibition area, demonstration pavilion, office space, ana
storage area. The new Visitor Center will be an integral part
of the Mauna Loa Macadamia Nut Corporation's agricultural
endeavors for its macadamia nut farm operation in Hawaii. The
center will be an asset for the promotion and sale of macadamia
nut products by providing education and commercial enterprise.
Definite benefits will accrue to the petitioner as well as other
macadamia nut operations in terms of greater exposure and
expansion of the market.

In light of these factors, it is determined that the
proposed use will be a positive benefit and support to
agriculture for the Island of Hawaii. The proposed facilities
will indeed further the objectives of: the Land Use Law and
Regulations by encouraging and strengthening existing and future
agricultural activities in the area. It is also a fact that the
granting of this particular request would also complement the

Economic goal of the General Plan which states that "The County




of Hawaii shall strive for diversification of its economy by
strengthening existing industries and attracting new endeavors."

The propoused uses will also not affect the surrounding
properties and land uses. Macadamia Orchards owns the subject
property as well as much of the surrounding area and they have
authorized Mauna Loa Macadamia Nut Corporation to act on their
behalf in the application. This land is presently used for
macadamia nut production. Therefore, it is determined that the
proposed activities will not have an adverse impact on
surrounding properties nor to the overall agricultural
activities in the area.

All of the essential utilities and services are or will be
made available to the subject property.

In light of the above stated reasons, the Commission feels
that the proposed uses will be consistent with the guidelines
for granting of a Special Permit. A major policy of the State
and County is the encouragement and support of agricultural
activities throughout the State. The proposed uses are directly
supportive of agricultural activities, namely, macadamia nut
production. It is therefore concluded that the granting of this
particular request would be beneficial to the people in the
State of Hawail relative to adopted agricudtural policies.

Therefore, the Commission hereby grants to the petitioner a
Special Permit to allow the construction of a visitor center complex
which also includes a sales area, snack shop, and offices at Keaau,
Puna, Hawaii, pursuant to the authority vested in it by Chapter 205,
Section 205-6, Hawail Revised Statutes, as amended, and Rule No. 6
of the Planning Commission.

Approval of the Special Permit is subject to the following
conditions:

1. That plans for the proposed development be submitted for
plan approval and be approved within one (1) year from the
effective date of approval of the Special Permit.

2. That the petitioner or authorized representative shall
recelve supndivision approval within one (1) year from the
effective date of the Special Permit.

3. That construction of the proposed facilities shall commence
within one (1) year from the date of receipt of final plan
approval and be completed within two (2) years thereafter.

4. That the requirements of the State Department of Health be
complied with.

5. That all other applicable rules, regulations, and
requirements shall be complied with.

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the Special
Permit may be deemed null and void by the Planning Commission.

The effective date of the Special Permit shall be September 11,
1980.




Dated at Hilo, Hawaii, this {/_‘Z;é day of /f,"//ﬂ@fcﬁ/ ’ 1985. LJ/F
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Chairman, Planning Commission
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e ANNING DEPARTMENT - CUUNTY OF HAWAII

h COP Y 25 AUPUNI STREET } ' HILO, HAWALIL 98720

July 18, 19894

Mr., 8. Bussell da

Gda/HoCardy Architects Limited
P, O. Box 4848 :
Hilo, HI 94720

Dsar Mr, Oda:s

. Thiz is in refarence to vour letter, dated June 24, 1984,
regarding the sale of certain products in the expanded visitor
gompler at the Mauna Loa Macadania put plant in Keeau, Hawail,

© Binal Plan Approval was issued by this office for the
modification and laral improvements to the visitor faoility on
May 1, 1884, It is in this avea that your client ig yr@assia@ )

sall "lce cream, spacks and related macadamia nubt products.” That
would he permiszsibler however, gl&&ga near in nmiad thai ths §?@$§$%ﬁ{--
sild have o e related to macadania nuts, the ggimgzpa& s
agrigultural activity on tm Dropertya. :

Bhould there be a desire to 5@11 other retail goods, a Special
Perpit from the County Plannlag Commission must iir@t fot:] asﬁm@?
Pleage be advised, however, that the suggestion of a Specinl ?@X%it
does not imply any n%ﬁﬁiﬁm%hﬁ {tacit or otherwise) on our §arﬁ for o

ﬁ&vagmaiﬁ reconmendation.

o y@ would also like to ta?@ this means to. inzszm vosy that %p@c%ai

Permit Ho. 462 for a new visltor facility on ¥y 1~5-01; portion
of 20, wawy nullified on Devewber 10, 1%81. Az such, should there be
any interest to venew that proposal, a new application must be
spubmitted to this office, '

Shwould you have any questions on the above, plesse do not
‘hesltate o contact this office. : '
5iﬁﬁ@t%§ye
f‘“"”i @ s
mwi iﬁg)@ ;”;3 5‘}‘ &‘ g Erxﬂj”é
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SIDUEY FURE"
Planning Director

oy Mr. Bteve BEnok, Hauna Loe Hacadazmia Fut Corp,.
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