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BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

In the Matter of the Petition

for Special Permit of SpP82-352

COUNTY OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT
OF PARKS AND RECREATION

FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
DECISION AND ORDER

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW,
DECISION AND ORDER

The Land Use Commission of the State of Hawaii, having
duly considered the entire record in the above-entitled matter
matter on February 2, 1982 at Kahului, Maui, makes the following

findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT .

1. The Petition for Special Permit was filed by the
County of Hawaii Department of Parks and Recreation to allow the
development and use of a motorcycle training and competition
facility on 90 acres of land situated within the State Land Use
Agricultural Distrct at Waiakea,.South Hilo, Island of Hawalii,
Tax Map Key 2-1-13: portion of 02, |

2. The subject property abuts the South Hilo-Puna
District boundary approximately two miles east of Kanoelehua
Avenue, and adjoins the eastern boundary of the existing Panaewa
Drag Strip complex.

3. The proposed improvements include the clearing,
grubbing and contour grading of the site, extension of a water-
line from the drag racing complex, grading an area for parking
and construction of a pit area, motorcycle track and course,
spectator and concession facilities and comfort station.

4, The subject property is zoned Agricultural-20
acres, and designated "Orchards" on the Land Use Pattern

Allocation Guide (LUPAG) Map of the County of Hawaii General Plan.





5. The Land Study Bureau's overall master productivity
soil rating for agricultural use is "E" or very poor for soils of
the subject site. Rainfall in the vicinity averages about 144
inches per year.

6. Land uses surrounding the subject site include the
drag strip, macadamia nut orchards and vacant lands., The nearest
residential subdivision is situated approximately 6,000 feet west
of the subject property.

7. Access to the subject area would be through the
same temporary road that provides entry to the drag strip.

B. On October 13, 1978, the State Board of Land and
Natural Resources voted to recommend that an executive order be
issued setting aside the subject area for a motorcycle training
and competition facility to the Governor. This recommendation
was made subject to a condition that the County Department of
Parks and Recreation obtain a special permit or district boundary
amendment prior to the issuance of the executive order.

9. The application for subject special permit was
filed with the County Planning Commission on November 4, 1981.

On December 17, 1981, the Hawaii County Planning Commission held

a public hearing on the special permit request. Based on the
reasons presented by the Petitioner and the findings and recommen-
dations of the County Planning Department, the Planning Commission
voted unanimously to forward a recommendation for approval to the
State Land Use Commission subject to conditions recommended by
the planning department staff.

10. The findings of the County Planning Commission
and the entire record of the proceedings was received by the Land

Use Commission on December 13, 198]1.

CONCLUSION OF LAW
1. "Unusual and reasonable" uses other than those

which are permitted in an Agricultural District may be permitted





by special permit pursuant to Chapter 205-6, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, State Land Use Commission's District Regulations,
Part V.

2. The determination of "unusual and reasonable"
useg is accomplished by applying the following five guidelines
set forth in Section 5-2 of the State Land Use Commission's
District Regulations.

(1) Such use shall not be contrary to the objec-
tives sought to be accomplished by the Land
Use Law and Regulations.

{2) That the desired use would not adversely
affect surrounding property.

(3} Such use would not unreasonably burden public
agencies to provide roads and streets,
sewers, water, drainage and school improve-
ments, and police and fire protection.

{(4) Unusual conditions, trends and needs have

- arisen since the district boundaries and
regulations were established.

(5) That the land upon which the proposed use is

v sought is unsuited for the uses permitted

within the District.
The evidence and findings in the record forwarded by the Hawaii
County Planning Commission do not clearly and adequately show
that each of the five tests for granting a special permit have
been met.

3. The record does not indicate the Hawaii County
Planning .- Commission considered = sufficient evidence to
establish findings that the use is not contrary to the
objectives of the land use 1law; that wunusual conditions,
trends and needs have arisen since the district boundaries and
regulations were established and that the proposed use would not
unreasonably burden public agencies to provide public services and

facilities.





DECISION AND OQRDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Special Permit Petition

No. 82-352 for development of a motorcycle training and competition

facility on ninety (90) acres of land situated within the State

Land Use Agricultural District at Waiakea, South Hilo, Island

of Hawaii, Tax Map Key 2-1-13: portion of 02, be and is hereby

denied for the reasons stated in the foregoing conclusions of

law.

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, w c?_g (482 .
/

LAND USE COMMISSION
STATE OF HAWAII

ey |

WILLIAM W. L. YUEN{ Chairman and
Commissioner :

By
| ﬁfCHARD B, F, CHO?hiCommissioner






BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII

In the Matter of the }
Petition for Special Permit of)
COUNTY OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF) SP82-352
PARKS AND RECREATION )
)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the Land Use
Commission's Decision and Order was served upon the following
by certified mail:

SIDNEY FUKE, Planning Director
County of Hawaii Planning Department
25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

MILTON HAKODA, Director

Department of Parks and Recreation
County of Hawaii

25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, this‘ga; day of

L

G ANSY . /FURUTANI
ecutd Officer

April, 1982.
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December 21, 1981

mr. hzitaﬁ idxcﬁa, Blrector
Departient of Parks anc ﬁecreatzoﬁ
County of Hawail R

2% Aupuni Street

“Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Hakoda:

%yQCLal ﬁermlt %p@llﬁ&ﬁl@n(ﬁilﬁ
' T%&« 2~'—;5 Portion of 2 - o

Tﬁ@ Qlaﬁning vmﬁmlsgzcn t it 3 &uig ﬁhiﬁ pabl&c g@aﬁlnm on
December 17, 1481, conBidered g@mz application for g Bpecl dm'?@fﬁ
to ‘allow the development of & motoroycle training mnﬁ competitiny
facility on 30 acres of land situated within the State Land Use
=Agricuituzal pistrict, = The area invelved abutsg the northeast
boupdary of th@ Qana@wa ﬁraq trly uample“, walax@a, ﬁcubh'ﬁiio,_f
fhawalz.. .

_ The uamm;sg;an voted te recomm@nﬁ tﬁ% appLaval oi yaur S?@Ci&l
Permit reguest to the Land Usa Com&x&sxoa, mamed Ga the iullowing
ccnsieezatiemsz-” L = : : :

: Th@ ﬁ@blﬁ@ﬁ use wﬁulﬁ nﬂt aav&x&ely aiigat surrouﬁalnﬁ =
jgrmpart : The ?xapasmﬁ site for the reguested use is L@aﬁtad 1n
an. area whlch im ralatzv%ly isolated ixﬁe f@mid@ﬁiiﬂ£ SRR
-&evela@meﬁt._ It is within the Pansswa forest and the naazégt g_f
_E“%iﬁ@ﬁil&i uses ase &Q?Lﬁﬁgiﬁﬁexj 5,000 feet to: tﬂé west. :

L Adther sungunﬁlng uses within 1@3& than ane mile Lrom ﬁﬁ@
Tproposed site are basically of a public or large-scale
agricultural. natuﬁﬁ. The lanms 1mm%ﬁl%”%iy surrounding th@ Elt@"
1n¢1ua@ tﬁ%-arag sézig, &aﬁaaamia orchards and ﬁ@ﬁé%t.; Pk

In @ssence, tna foreﬁt witsln which tnﬁ prspased iéClllLf
is tO ‘be located covers a vast area, The entire meﬁﬂxayclﬁ_
facility site consists of 30 acres in a State-owned parcel of
3200+ acres. Hot all of the 90 acres will be cleared, as two
- hundred (200)~foot wide buffers will be provided. The S
remoteness from areszs of r@mld@nC@ andi otner areas where
_céutiwu@u& activities occcur effectively mltzgatas aﬁvezse
gaGtm nwch may stharwlﬁe scauf. - : SR

Bﬁﬁ 232?83_
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koda, Ulrector

December 21, 1%81

. wne land upon wiich the proposed use is sought is generally
unsuited for. the ﬁSwS permitted within the digtrict. The State

" Land Use Commission's Agricultural designation includes lands

wihich are not suited to adricultural and ancillary activities by
reason of ﬁa@agrag&y aoll and ocher related chnaracteristics,
The subject site has a slight soll ovexiagkng a'a lava. TIts
praéugtivzﬁy class, based on the Land Study Bureau Soil &urveg,
is class E or very poor. Suchn solls have very severe

llmlt&tlsn whlcn make Lnem g@nerailg un&uxtea o cultlvatlﬁa.

iﬁ tua Qr&%ant tlme, &ﬁe"@ropssed szte iz &ssentially
@aﬁahi and unused. - The 30-acre area would be partially
converted from a forest to a wuﬁllﬂ recreational use,
Tmplementing the m@ﬁaxcfclé faﬁlilty pr&yosai will not result in
the losz of pzeséntlg Qﬁﬁdﬂﬂth@ land or . of a valuable naturd?
area. The land would instead aw used for a. nm@ﬁ&@ @amllg
recr @dﬁzﬁnai f&Ciiltw

iﬁ«'@gvﬁa&@ﬁ e will make the ﬁif%ﬁst and best use of <he

S land 1&?01?&& for the public welfars. Motorcycle competition is

& recregtional’ %Ftlﬁluv currently beling pursued by a portion of

 %%% punlic and thus by o providing a site for such use w@ui& help

R

o mest their recreatiocnal needs, The location of such a
facility must also be in proximity to a maiority of its users
but still far n@ugh away from population centers 80 as to not

- ereate & nulsance. The gumject site meeis thaae Crltﬁrlﬁ.

The Commiss '&@'ﬁaxt&cr ﬁecaﬁmﬁnﬁw@ 0 the L'nﬁ'ﬁﬁé ﬁ”mmz&alom;

that approval of your Bpecial ?arﬂlt xequmgt 1] %HSJQLt Lo tﬁ@'
Following GGﬁﬁAth T 2

o That the @&titiﬁﬁ@f; the Lﬂunzg Beﬁartnenz oL ?agks and
_'Aéﬁféﬁfiﬁﬁ, shnall be responsible for ﬂgmgl 1&% &inﬁ all
',ﬁtwt@& Qﬁﬂ&iilﬁﬁs GE &gpt%;&l. e

2, _'?hdt t@pt&tiV@ Subéivisi@% approval be “mﬁara& by the

applicant within one (1) year from the date of .approval of
the gpecial permit.  Final subdivision approval shall be
secured witﬁin one {1} vear %ﬁ@r@afz%z,~ S Do

3. That plans 5hdll be submitted and ?inal ?laﬁ ﬁﬁyf@?di .
secured in acoordance with Chapter 8 (aonlnn Code), ﬁawail
County Code, be secured within one (L) year from Lh@ '
effgctive aatz of the ?@zmit

4. That LO&miKUCﬁl@Q of the ﬁf@?& ed facility commence wiﬁnin
one (1) year from the date of receipt oL Final Plan.
wgaxﬁvai and be completed within three (3} vears ther@ait%r,
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5, Phat two buffer zones with a ﬁlnimum width of 200 faet aach
B be provided on the south and west sides af the iaa&&;ty,

G Pnat the Bwyﬁrtnént GE Parks and Rﬂar@atieﬁ ﬁev&loa and
' adopt use regulations for tne 5ubject faclility pricr to its
Gccuoanuy._” S

7. - That the temporary urag BLrip &cuesa ‘road to the ?ﬁcxlztf
' may be used until the permanent drag strip access is
'_camglet&d Upon completion of this permanent access, use.

of the temporary access by the mstozcycle zablllty shall
-ﬁérklﬁ&t@. .

_TWhat a1l other @ggllcabie rulasg, r&galatlcns and
- reguirements, including noise and alx gaall 3 @tana&rﬁa, be
*j;cﬁm§11e§ wztn. : ; B

S

'Sﬁéﬁlﬁ &;v cé the fﬂragolmg con itions not be mﬁt; tnis b é&lmi

~§&rmit sﬁall Qe eut0n<t1caiiv vefd,

ﬁhoul%:;@m_'av@ any. ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁis%gg please feel free to contact the

":?ﬁ&nhxﬁi Sﬁpaxtﬂﬁ b at 9%1 8288

Sihc@zely,m

VA IR
BERT d. NARANO o
‘Chairman, Planning Commission ™

1gv

&c§_$ﬁ§aﬁtﬁeﬁ* @f public Horks

Department of Water Supply.

“bee: Plan Approval Section





