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1. INTROD TION

1.1 Purpose

The Department of Parks and Recreation (P&R), County of Hawaii, is proposing to construct a
new restroom facility and related improvements at the Hookena Beach Park situated at Kauhako,
South Kona, Hawali. The purpose of this Environmental Assessment is to comply with the
requirements of Chapter 343, Hawali Revised Statutes (HRS) which are triggered by the
proposed use of State Conservation district Iand, as well as the use of County land and funds.

1.2 Identification of Proposing Agency

Mr. Gearge Yoshida is the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation for the County of
Howaii. The mailing address for the Department of Parks and Recreation is 25 Avpuni Street,
Room 210, Hilo, Hawaii 96720-4252.

1.31d icotion of A, ving A

In accordance with Chapter 343, HRS, the Mayor, or an authorized representative of the County
of Hawaii is the appropriate accepting autherity of the Environmental Assessment.

1.4 Technical

The P&R is proposing to construct & new restroom facility and related improvements at the
Hookeng Beach Park situated at Kauhako, South Kone, Haweii. The project area involves
several parcels® including, Tax Map Key No. (3) 8-6-13: 20-25 & 47. (See Figure ] - Vicinity
Map) *County owned parcels to be consclidated to comply with setback requirements.

The new restroom facility will be situated on parcel 25 and the septic tank and [each field will be
situated on parcef 23, Other improvements will include construction of accessible pathways,
selective clearing of the property for park use and conversion of the existing restroom facility o a
pavilion. (See Figure 2 - Site Plan and Figure 3 - Tax Plat Map)

The new restroom facility will have two (2) waterclosets and one (1) lavatory for women and one
(1) water closet, one {1) urinal and one (1) lavatory for men, The building will have CMU walls
with corrugated metal roofing over light gauge steel fraining and will be constructed to meet
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). The new restroom facility
will have an area of approximately 550 square feet and will include a small storage room. Two
(2) outside shower heads wilt be provided along the southern wall of the restroom facility.

The project area is situated at an elevation ranging between 6 and 17 feet above sea level. The
site for the new restroom and leach field is currently vacant with large kiawe trees covering the

property.




FIGURE ] - VICINITY MAP
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The septic system will consist of one (1) concrete circular septic tank, twenty-six (26) lineal fest
of six (6) inch P.V.C. sewerline and a leaching bed with an area of epproximately one thousand
seven hundred (1,700) square feet. The septic tank will have a diameter of six (6) feet, depth of
six (6) feet and a capacity of one thousand forty-two (1,042) gallons. The leaching bed will be
excavated to & depth of approximately six (6) feet and will contain a three (3) foot bottom layer
of one (1) inch minus cinder, a one (1) foot layer of one half (1/2) inch to three fourth (3/4) inch
drain rock and two (2) feet of planter material 1opped with grass upon completion.

The proposed project has an estimated cost of $350,000 and will be completed within one (1)
year from the date of receiving all necessary permit approvals.




1.5 Project Background
1.5.1 Need for the Project

The exisling restroom facility is an old single story structure which utilizes a cesspool for
wastewater disposal, The existing restroom facility does not meet Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG). Completion of the proposed project
will provide park users with an improved facility meeting wastewater disposal and
ADAAG requirements.

.2 Land Use Designations

The subject property is situated within the State Land Use Conservation district and the
Conservation district subzone designation is the Limited (L) subzone. Hawaii
Administzative Rules, Title 13, states that, "The objective of this subzone is to limit uses
where natural conditions suggest constraints on human activities."

The County General Plan and Zoning designations for the subject area is Open. Section
25-5-160, of the Zoning Cade states, *The O (open) district applies to areas that
contribute 1o the general welfare, the full enjoyment, or the economic well-being of open
land type use which has been established, or is proposed. The object of this district is to
encourage development around it such as a golf course and park, and to protect
investments which have been or shall be made in reliance upon the retention of such open
type use, to buffer an otherwise incompatible land use or district, to preserve a veluable
seenic vista or an arca of special historica! significance, or to protect and prescrve
submerged land, fishing ponds, and lakes (patural or artificie! tide lands).

The project area is also situated within the County's Special Management Area (SMaA).
1 f P ts and Approvals

State of Hawaii
Board of Land and Natural Resources-Conservation District Use Permit
Department of Health-Approval of Plans for Wastewater System

County of Hawaii
Planning Commission-Special Management Area Use Permit
Planning Depantment-Approval of Project Construction Plans
Department of Public Works- Approval of Project Construction Plans
Department of Water Supply- Approval of Project Construction Plans

1.6 Agencv a ic Consultati

The following public and private organizations were consulted during the preparation of this
environmentel assessment;




United States Fish end Wildlife Services, Division of Ecological Services

State of Hawail, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Historic Preservation
Division and Division of Forestry and Wildlife

State of Hawaii, Department of Health

State of Hawali, Department of Transporiation

State of Hawali, Office of Hawaiian Affairs

County of Hawaii, Planning Department

County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works

County of Hawaii, Police Department




2. ENVI MENTAL SETTING

2.1 Physical Environment
2.1.1 Geologv and Hazards

The project area is located on the basalts and olivine basalts of the present Mauna Loa
shicld which are known as the Ka'u Volcanic Series. The Ka'u series inciudes lavas of
present day eruptions of a'2 and pahoehoe flows. During historic times, there have been
six (6) lava flows originating in the Southwest rift of Mauna Loa. Four (4) of these flows
were extensive enough to reach the ocean (1859, 1919, 1926 and 1950) (Macdonald and
Abbatt, 1970).

The island of Hawaii is susceptible to a number of geologic hazards due to its volcanic
origin and the fact that two of the voleanoes, Kilaues and Mauna Loa, are still active. A
lava flow hazard zone map has been developed by the United States Geological Survey
which divides the island into 2ones ranked from | through 9 based on the probability of
coverage by lava flows. (Zone | is the area of the greatest hazard, Zone 9 is the least)
‘The project area is within lava flow hazard zone *2* which includes, "areas adjacent to
and downslope of active rifi zones.* (Heliker 1990)

The entire island of Hawaii is in earthquake zone 3 of the Uniform Building Code which
establishes structural design standerds for earthquake resistance for certain types of
buildings. This zone is prone to major damages fram potential earthquake activity.

212 Soils

The U.5. Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Soil Survey
identifics the soil type of the subject area as follows:

“Lava flows, pahoehoe (tLW), has been mapped as a miscelianeous land type.
This lava has a billowy, glassy surface that is reiatively smooth. In some areas,
however, the surface is rough and broken, and there are hummocks and pressure
domes. (U. 5. Seil Conservation Service 1973)

2.1.3 Climate

The climate of the project acea is directly influenced by the mountain masses of Mauna
Loz and Hualalai which shelter the Kona district from the prevailing northeasterly
tradewinds which influences the climate for most of the State. In that respect, the wind,
rainfall and temperature patterns of the district are atypical of the predominant conditions
elsewhere in Hawaii.

The rainfall pattern, for example, is that the winter months ara dry and the sumemer
months are wet. Moreover, rainfalt maximums are usually in the late afiemoons and

8
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evenings as a result of showers that form from sea breezes which move onshore and
upslepe during the day rather than rainfall as a result of tradewinds. Annual rainfall along
this section of the South Kona coast is less than fifty (50) inches,

Hawaii enjoys mild, equable temperatures the year round. Temperature differences on
the island of Hawaii are influenced by elevation and the sheltering influences of ierrain.
Along this section of the South Kona coast, the mean annua) temperature is
approximately 75 degrees F. (University of Hawaii, 1983)

4 Hvdrology and Draina

The project area is within the Kaapuna aquifer system which has a sustainable yield of
approximately 50 million gallons per day. In fiscal year 1990-91 daily withdrawals from
the Kaapuna aquifer system averaged approximarely 2.9 million gallons per day.

According 1o the Flood Insurznce Rete Map (FIRM) prepared by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (Panel 1169-C), the parcels being utilized for the new restroom
facility and septic system, parcels 23 and 25, ate situated within Flood Zone *X* (arens
determined to be outside the 500 year flood plain). The parcels on the lower section of
the beach park, including parcels 20, 21, 22, 28, 46 and 47 are wholly or particlly within
Zone VE (Coastal High Hozard Area), (See Figure 3 - Tax Plat Map with interpretetion
of flood boundaries)

2.1.5 Water Quality

The offshore waters of the subject area have been classified as Class AA by the State
Depaniment of Health. This designation is intended to protect uses such as oceanographic
research, the support and propegation of shellfish and other merine life, conservation of
coral reefs and wildemess areas, and compatible recreation and aesthetic enjoyment.

2.1.6 Flora and Founa

Vegetation of the project area is dominated by a kiswe canopy (Prosopsis paliida) with an
understory of shrub and grass. No known candidate or endangered plam species are
present on the project site.

In terms of fauna, there are two (ederally endengered, threatened or candidate species that
are known to be present in the area end they are the Hawaiian hawk (Bureo solirarus) and
the Hawalian hoery bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus). Native birds known to the area
include the golden plover (Pluvialis dominica), and the pueo (Asio flammeus). The
proposed project will not have any significant impact on these protecied or native species
since the project is limited in scope and surrounded by residential or recreational uses.




Introduced mammals expected to be found in the project area include mongoose, feral
cats and dogs and several varieties of mice and rats. Introduced birds common to the area
include the cardinat, doves, black francolin, ricebird, myna, and house finch,

2.1.7 Air Quali

The air quality of the subject area is affected by pollutants derived from the volcanic
emissions from the ongoing Kilauen eruption. Other sources of air pollutanis to a
limited degree include vehicle emissions and dust from traffic on the Hookena Beach
Road.

2.1.§ Noisc

Ambient noise levels at the project site are quite low and reflect the isolated rural nature
of the Hookena Beach community. Temparary noise impacts will occur from
construction activities for the restroom facility and septic system. Mitigation measures
can be taken, however, 10 minimize noise impacts including the use of mufflers and
implementing construction curfew periods. State Department of Health regulations must
be ndhered to during construction.

2.1.9 Scenic Resgurces

The Hookena-Kauhako Bay area is listed as an example of natural beauty sites in the
Hawaii County General Plan. The proposed restroom and septic system improvements
will not adversely affect the scenic beauty of the surrounding area.

2.2 Social, Cultural and Ec ¢ Settin

2.2.1 Socig-Economic Charscteristics

The South Kona district is the smallest district on the island in terms of size as well as
papulation. The South Kona district is stll largely undeveloped and has a low density,
rural character with a 1990 population of approximately 7,658 residing within a total of
143,341 acres. Most of the residents in the South Kona district reside in Captain Cook
and Kealakekua on the northem side of the district.

‘The major economic activity for the South Kona district is the agricultural industry led by
coffee, macedamia nuts and ranching. Other commedities include bananas, citrus,
avocados, winter tomatoes and other truck crops.

There are no resort destination centers in South Kona. Severat visitor attractions

including the Kealakekua Bay Marine Preserve, City of Refuge National Park end coffee
farms and processing plants are located within the district.

10




2,2.2 Adjacent Land Uses

The project area is situated in a sparsely populated section of the South Kona district
located on the coastline. The Hookena Beach Park sits at the northern end of Kauhake
Bay and is surrounded by a handful of single family dwellings. Most of the land along
the two mile stretch of the Hookena Bench Road from the jusiction with the Mamalahoa
Highway is wtilized as open pasture. Small outrigger fishing conoes utilize the beach for
ingress and epress from the water.

2.3 Public Facilities and Services

2.3.1 Roads

The Hookena Beach Road has a varying pavement width of 12 to 16 feet and is the
primary roadway link between the beach park and the Mamslahoa Highway situated two

miles to the east,

2.3.2 Water System
The Department of Water Supply has provided the following comments:

"The property, as you know, does not have an existing waler system and is beyond
the service limits of the Department's existing water system facility. The
Department's nearest facility is an 8-inch line that is Jocated on the Hawaii Belt
Road at its intersection with the Hookena Beach Road. This is a distance of
approximately two (2) miles.”

The existing restroom and shower facility is currently utilizing water from a private
connection and the new facility will continue to utiiize the same connection. The
Department of Parks and Recreation will work with the Depaniment of Water Supply to
improve water service to the Hookena Beach Park.

2 Protective Servic

The closest County fire station is situated in Captain Cook spproximately twelve (12)
miles north of the project area. One police facility serves the entire North and South
Kona Districts and is located in Kailua, approximately twenty-five (25) miles north of the
project area. The proposed project is not likely to create an sdditional burden on the

existing service providers,
4 Archaeology. Historic | [}
The project area is situated within the ahupua'a of Kauhako in the district of South Kona. An
archaeological inventory survey for the Hookena Elementary School expansion performed by

11




Archaeological Consultants of Hawaii, Inc. in 1994 provides the following historical description
of the project arca:

"Only a handful of kuleana awards were claimed in the ghupua'a of Kauhako. Based
upon the information contained in the Land Board of Commissioners to Quiet Land
Titles' Native and Foreign Registers and Testimonies (Siate Archives), general sextemnent
patterns for the mid-nineteenth century may be interpolated. Claims in the ghupua'a of
Ho'okena and Kauhako were sometimes mixed; taro and sweet potato were being grown
in both places. In the villoge of Ho'okena and the northern side of Kzuheko Bay, claims
were made for houselats and garden plots.”

» A number of historic maps of part of Kauhako were located at the State Survey Office
and contain information about land use in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.
A map of Kauhako Landing and Vicinity (surveyed by 1.S. Emerson in May 1883) shows
the village of Ho'okena gathered around the Kauhako Landing on the shore. A church, a
stone school, a frame school house, a courthouse, two stores, and quite a few residences
are designated on this map. The land appears to be divided into kuleana which extend up
to the edge of the pali. A spring, 8 tomb, and a pigpen are also shown.”

Preliminary comments submitted by the Hawaii State Department of Land and Natural
Resources, State Historic Preservation Division stated in part, the following:

*We have no record of historic sites on any of the subject parcels, but they do not appear
to have ever been surveyed by an archaeologist. An historic site was found on parcel 49,
which is fairly close to the present ones. Thus itis possible that histaric sites are present.

*If any of these parcels are undisturbed (i.c., have never been prubbed and/or graded or
atherwise developed), then we would recommend that 3 field inspection be underntaken to
determine if historic sites arc present and whether an archaeological inventory survey
might be required. Qur saff may be able to assist in the initial field inspection if we are
given ample notice.”

Based on the preliminary comments of the State Historic Preservation Division, a field inspection
was conducted with staff archaeologist Marc Smith on June 23, 1998. The field inspection
revealed that the property appears to have been graded althouph stone walls remain on sections of
the propesty. The additional comments from the State Historic Preservation Division reflecting
the findings of the field inspection will be included in the Final Environmental Assessment.

12




ARY OF POTENTIAL ADVERSE ENVIRONMEN IMP AND
PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES

3.1 Flood Hazard

Impacts: The makai sections of the Hookena Beach Park property are situated within the
VE {Coastal High Hazard Area). The affected area includes the existing restroom facility
which is proposed to be converted into 2 pavilion. The site for the new restroom facility
and the septic system, however, ore not situated within the hazard area,

Mitigation: Any proposed improvements within the Coastal High Hazard Area will be
done in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 27 (Flood Control) of the Hawali
County Code.

3.2 Fauna

Impacts: In terms of fauna, there are two federally endangered, threatened or candidate
species that are known to be present in the area and they are the Howaiian hawk (Bureo
solitarus) and the Hawalian hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus semoius). Native birds known
10 the area include the golden plover (Pluvialis dominica), and the pueo {Asio flammeus).

Mitigation: The proposed project will not have any significant impact on any protected or
native species since the project is limited in scope and surrounded by residential or
recreational uses. As such, no mitigation measures are proposed.

3.3 Construction Activity

Impacts: Short term impacts will result from the proposed constructian activity including
increased noise levels, dust and exhaust from machinery involved in the construction of
the testroom facility and septic system. Given the nature and scale of the proposed
project, the potential impacts of these construction activilies should be minimal.

Mitigation: The contractor will be instructed 10 utilize best management practices to
minimize all impacts including the use of mufflers and implementing construction curfew
periods. State Department of Health regulations must be adhered 10 during construction.

34 Archaeological Resources

Impacts: Although the project site appears to have been previously graded, rock walls
remain which may reflect kuleana boundaries. The State Historic Preservation Division
is currently working on revised comments based on @ recent field inspection of the

property.

Mitigation: The Department of Parks and Recreation will coordinate their efforts with
iie State Historic Preservation Division to ensure that archaeological resources are not

13
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affected by the proposed project. The Depariment of Parks and Recreation will await

fusther comments from the State Historic Preservation Division regarding possible
mitigation measures,

" 14




4. ALTERNATIVES

4.1 No Action

If the proposed new restroom fcility and septic system are not constructed, the Department of
Parks and Recreation will continue to utilize the old restroom and cesspool. The public will not
have the benefit of a new and improved restroom facility that complies with Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).

4.2 Alternative Location

The Department of Parks and Recreation could utilize an slternative location for the new
restroom facility and septic system. The impacts generated by using a different location within
the existing boundaries of the Hookene Beach Park property, would be the same or even more
severe. Factors relating to the Coastal High Hazard Area, distance to the shoreline and adequate
space and setbacks for the leach field would all be adversely affected by a altemative location.

15




5. ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION, FINDINGS AND REASONS FOR SUPPORTING
INATION

ANTICIP D DET!

5.1 Significance Criteria

According to the Department of Health Rules (11-200-12), an applicant or agency must
determine whether an action may have a significant impact on the environmen, including all
phases of the project, its expected consequences both primary and secandery, its cumulative
impact with other projects, and its short and long-term effects. In making the determination, the
Rules establish "Significance Criteria” to be used as a basis for identifying whether significant
environmenta impact will occur. According to the Rules, an action shall be determined to have
& significant impact on the environment if it meets any one of the following thirteen criteria,

1. involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resources,

The proposed project involves the construction of a new restroom facility and septic
system at the Hookena Beach Park. Other improvements will include construction of
accessible pathways, selective clearing of the property for park use and conversion of
the existing rastroom facility to a pavilion. Any natural or cultural resources that may
have existed on the property have been affected by the previous grading of the
property. The rock walls that do remain will be addressed based on forthcoming
recommendations of the State Historic Preservation Division.

2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment.

The proposed park improvements will not curtail the range of beneficial uses within
the park environment. Park use will be enhanced by the propased improvements
which will increase the erea of usahle space and provide a new and improved restroom
facility that complies with Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines
(ADAAG).

3. Conilicts with the State’s long-term environmental policies or goals and
guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344, HRS; and any revisions thereof and
amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders.

The proposed development is consistent with the Environmental Policies established in
Chapter 344, HRS. and the National Environmental Policy Act,

4. Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state,
The proposed project will have a substantial impact on the economic and social

welfare of the community by providing a new and improved restroom facility that
complies with Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).

16




5.

6.

7

9.

14.

improvements to park facilities support both the resident and visitor population
making their park experience a more enjoyable one.

Substantially affects public health

The proposed project will have a positive impact on public health by replacing an
existing cesspool that is situated close to the ocean with a new septic system that
complies with all of the requirements of the State Department of Health. This will be a
substantial improvement 10 the existing system.

Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on
public facilities.

The proposed project will not have any substantinl secondary impacts becouse it is
primarily an upgrade o existing facilities. Due to the remote natuse of this beach park,
the proposed improvements are not likely to increase the number of visitors to the
park.

Involves a substantinl degrndation of environmental quality.

The proposed praject is an upgrade 1o existing facilities and will improve rather than
degrade environmental quality,

Is individually limited but cumulatively has coasiderable effect on the
eavironment, or igvolves & commitment for Iarger actions.

As stated previously, the proposed project will not have any substantial secondary
impacts because it is primarily an upgrade to existing facilities. The proposed project
does not involve a commitment for larger actions and will not induce other actions
having a cumulative effect on the environment.

Substantially affects a rare, threatened or endangered species or its habitat.

The proposed project will not have any substantial adverse effect on any rare,
threatened or endangered specics or its habitat.

Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels.

Short term impacts wilt result from the proposed construction activity including
increased noise levels, dust and exhaust from machinery involved in the construction
of the restroom and septic system. Given the relative short construction time period
and the limited scale of the improvements, the potential impacts of these construction
activities should be minimal.
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11. Affects or Is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally
sensitive area, such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone
area, geologically hazardous iand, estuary, freshwater, or coastal waters,

The major improvements proposed, including the construction of the new restroom
and septic system are not situated within any envirenmentally sensitive or hazardous
area, The conversion of the existing restroom to a pavilion is situated in the Constal
High Hazard Aren and must be done in compliance with Chapter 27 (Flood Control)
of the Hawaii County Code.
12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or
state plans or stodies,

The nature and scale of the proposed improvements are such that the proposed project
will not have any impact on scenic vistas and view planes of the area,

13. Requires substantial ENnergy consumption.
The proposed project will not require substantial energy consumption.

3.2 Findinps

Bascd on the foregoing information presented, it is determined that the proposed Hookena Beach
Park Improvements will not have 2 significant effect. As such, 2 determination of a Finding of
No Significant Impact for the proposed action is appropriate,

5.3 Reasons Supportin ticipated Dete ati

The nature and scale of the proposed park improvements at the Hookena Beach Park are such
that no significant environmentat effects are anticipated. Potential impacts, if any, can be
mitigated through carefuf construction management practices and compliance with all
governmental requirements including those of the State Department of Health, State Historic
Preservation Division, and the County Department of Public Works,
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APPENDIX A - REPROD ON OF COMMENT ADE DURING THE
PRE-ASSES NT CONSULTATION PERIOD

State of Hawaii, Department ©f Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and
Wildlife, May 1, 1998,

State of Hawaii, Department 0f Land and Natural Resources, Histaric Preservation
Division, June 1, 1998,

State of Hawaii, Department of Health, June 23, 1998,
State of Hawaii, Department of Transportation, May 20, 1998,

County of Hewaii, Department of Water Supply, June 2, 1998,
Response:  Brian T. Nishimura, March 3, 1998

County of Hawaii, Police Depattment, May 22, 998,




SEIUAMN J. CATETANG
QOVEASOA AF nAWSI

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIMVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDUFE
1151 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HOHOLULY, HAWAN 90813

May 1, 1998

Mr, Brian T. Nishimura
Planning Consultant

101 Aupuni Streat, Suite 217
Hilo, Hawaii 86720

Subject:

WCHAEL D, WILSON
CHamigaion

HOARD CF LANT ANG NATURAL RESTUMCES

Daruty
GLEENT 5. COLUMA-ASARAN

AQUACULTUAE SEYELEPULNT
PRCORAM

AgyaTi REsOUACE $
BOATING AND OCTAN BISREAT-ON
CongEkyatiCn bl

EoMvETANCES

FCRESIAT ANO WAl It
mPIGAT PATIAATION

LAND MasaOQuiNT

B°ATE PAARY

WATEN AN LAND ENVELOFLILNT
WAYEE AL ROUECE Masiomnd

Request for Comments: Pre-Environmantal Assessment Consultation

We have reviewad the information provided for the County of Hawali,

pepartment of
facility at Hookena Beach Park situated at Kauhako,
related Improvements within the State Land Use Conservation District,
Limited subzone. The property
13:20-25 and 47.

Parks and Recreation proposed construction of a new rastroom
South Kona, Hawail and
identifiad as
is 25 acre identified by Tax Map Key No. {3) 8-6-

The Departmant of Land and Natural Rasources, Division of Forestry and
Wildlife has no objections to the proposad Improvements on Limited subzone
within Conservation District as indicated by your letter dated April 30, 1998.

Furthermcre, we anticlpate no
project.

Sincerely yours,

Michael G, Buck
Administrator

Copy: DOFAW, Hawvaii District

further notification or consuitation on the proposed




BLNIAMIN §, CAYUTANG
DOVIRANOA OF HaWAN

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION

33 SOUTH KINO BTREET, 8TH FLOOR
HONOLULY, HAWAN 98812

June 1, 1998

Brian T. Nishimura, Planning Consultant
101 Aupuni Street, Suite 217
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Nishimura:

SUBJECT: Pre-Environmental Assessment Consultation for
Proposed Improvements at Hookena Beach Park
Kauhako, South Kona, Hawaii Islnnd
TMK: 8-6-13:20-25 and 47

MICHARL D, WILIDN, CHAIRFERION
BOARD

QF LAND ANG HATURAL RISOUMC IS
beMmits
ORELAT COLOMA-AGARAN

ADUACLATURL DIVILOMMEINT
PROCAAM

ADQUATIC A[IOURCLS

CONSIAVATION AND
ALSOUACES ENFORCLLIENT

CONVEYARCLS

FORIETRY ANG WHDLNE

HISTONE PALSEAVATION
oBoN

LAND DIVIION

BTATE PARLE

WATER ANO LAMD DEVOL ST

LOGNO: 21453 -~
DOC NO: 9305PM17

Thank you for your letter of April 30, 1998 and the opportunity to comment on the proposed

improvements to Hookena Beach Park.

We have no record of historic sites on any of the subject parcels, but they do not appear to have
ever been surveyed by an archaeologist. An historic site was found on parcel 49, which is fairly
close to the present ones. Thus, it is possible that historic sites are present,

If any of these parcels are undisturbed (Le., have never been grubbed and/or graded or otherwise
developed), then we would recommend that 2 field inspection be undertaken to determine if
historic sites are present and whether an archaeological inventory survey might be required. Our
staff may be able to assist in the initial field inspection if we are given ample notice.

If you have any questions please contact Patrick McCoy (587-0006), or Marc Smith (933-0482) if

you want to schedule a field inspection.

Aloha,

ON BARD, Administrator
State Historic Preservation Uivision

PM.amk




LAWRENCE Maxg

EENSAMIN L CATETAND
QOVERNOR D8 Havan GRXETON L wgaw i

STATE OF HAWAY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
£.0,60% 3378 sk 0oa ey
HONOLULU, HAWAY Deg0Y
June 23, 1993 98-101/epo

Mr. Brian T. Nishimura
Planning consultant

101 Aupuni Street, Suite 217
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Daar Mr. Nishimura:

Subject: Pre-Environmental Assessment Consultation
New Restroom Facility anq Related Improvements
Hookena Beach park
Kauhakeo, South Kona, Hawaii
TMK: 8-6-13: 20-25, ¢ 47

Thank you fer allowing us to reviaw ang comment on the subject
broject. We have the following comments to cffar:

Hastevator

As the area is not located within tha County sewer service area,
use of a septic tank ang leach field is acceptable to the
Department, However, all wastewater plans must conform to the
applicabla provigiang of the Department of Health'g
Administrative Rules, chapter 11-62, "Wastewater Systems,» ang
we reserve the right to review these detaileq wastewater plans.

Should you have any gquestions, please contact the
Planning/design Section of the Wastewater Branch at talephone
(B08) 586~4394.

Sincerely,

BRUCE s, ANDEBSON’, Ph.D.
Deputy Director for
Environmental Health

[-H WWB




BERIAMN I, CAYETAND
OOVERNGR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
569 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAH 96813-5097

MAY 20 log8

Mr. Brian T. Nishimura
Planning Consultant

101 Aupuni Street, Suite 217
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Nishimura:

Subject: Pre-Environmental Assessment Consultation
Hookena Beach Park Improvements
Kauhako, South Kona, Hawaii
TMK: (3) 8-6-13: 20-25 and 47

N REPLY REFER TO:
HWY.PS
2.9355

Thank you for your letter of April 30, 1998, requesting our comments regarding the above

subject.

The proposed Hookena Beach Park improvements will not adversely impact our highway

Facilitics.
Very truly yours, )

KAZUHAYASHIDA
Director of Transportation




DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY * COUNTY OF HAWAII
28 AUPUN! STREET « HILO, HAWAI 98720
TELEFHONE (808) 961-8880 + FAX (808) 981.8887

June 2. 1998

Mr. Brian T. Nishimura
101 Aupuni Street, Suite 217
Hilo. HI 96720

PRE-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION
NEW RESTROOM FACILITY AND RELATED IMPROVEMENTS AT HOOKEMA BEACH PARK

SITUATED AT KAUHAKO, SOUTH KONA, HAWAII
TAX MAP KEY 37/8-6-13:020-025 and 047

We have reviewed the subject pre-assessment consultation and have the following
comments.

The property. as you know, does not have an existing water system and is beyond
the service limits of the Department’s existing water system facility. The
Department's nearest facility is an B-inch line that s located on the Hawaij Belt
Road at its intersection with the Hookena Beach Road. This is a distance of
approximately two (2) miles.

Should there be any questions. please call our Water Pesources and Planning Branch
961-8660.

. Pavao. P.E.

. w«:;‘ar Aringd progredd...




Wayne G. Camvalho

Stephen K. Yamashiro Police Chicf
James 5. Conrea
Drputy Policy Chigf

POLICE DEPARTMENT

329 Kapiolan] Street < Hilo, Hawail %6720-3998
1303) 2352211 « Pazx(B03) 941-2702

May 22, 1398

Mr, Brian T. Nishimura
Planning Consultant

101 Aupuni Street, Sulte 217
Hilo, Hawail 96720

Dear Mr. Nishimura:

SUBJECT: PRE-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

This responds to your 1letter of April 30, 1998, soliciting
comments on a proposal to construct a new restroom facility and
ralated improvements at the Hookena Beach Park.

We support the improvements and do not foresee any negative
impact on police services or traffic safety. We would
appreciate a copy of the EA when it is completed.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

WA G. CARVALHO
POL CHIEF

DAF: 1k

—




PP! IX B - REPRODUCTION OF S AND RESPON!

LQN—LB“_QMMM_EET_ W, ONSES MADE
DURING THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REVIEW PERIOD

1. Comment: State of Hawaii, Office of Environmental Quality Control, August 20, 1998,
Response: County of Hawaii, Depariment of Parks and Recreation, August 28, [998,




BENJAMIN J. CAYETARO
dowitagh

(1)

{2)

| ] (3)

(4)

{5)

(6)

GARY aiLL
DateTon
STATE OF HAWALI
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
235 SOUTM REATTANLA STALEY
AT 701

HONOLULLL, HAWAD B881D
TREPHONE (VaE) ERE-4108
PAGIIILE (3001 §38-2 102

August 20, 1998

Mr. Glenn Miyao
Department of Parks and Raecraeation, County of Hawai‘l

25 Aupuni Street, Room 210
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720

Dear Mr. Miyao:

Having reviewed the draft environmental assassment (DEA) for the
Ho‘okena Beach Park Improvement Project, Ho‘okana, South Kona,
Island of Hawai‘i, TMK (3rd) B8-6-20-25 and 47, we submit the
following comments for your response.

SHORELINE SETBACK AREA: In both figures 2 and 3, please
indicate the shoreline setback lines for the County of
Hawai‘i, along with a scale of measurement (e.g., 1" = 20
feet). If any of the proposed improvements are within the
shoreline setback area, tha County should consider moving
such improvements inland outside of the setback zona.

IANDEBCAPING: In Figuras 2, Site Plan, we observed that you
will ba removing sevaral trees from the sita. We would like
to suggest the use of native xaerophagic vegetation for
landscaping.

PLORAR AND FAUNA: Section 3.2 notes that the ‘io or Hawaiian

Hawk (Buteo scljtarus) and the ‘ope‘ape‘a or Hawaiian Hoary
Bat ( & ) ars present in the area. We

would like to suggest the erection of intarpretive cignage
to educate park users on the extent of the bat and hawk and
other natural and cultural resources of the area.

PHOTOGRAPHS: Plaase include photographs of the site in the
final environmental assessment.

CONSULTATION WITH APFECTED COMMUNITY GROUPS: Page T lists
government agencies consulted. Please also consult with any

community groups in the area.

WASTEWATER: As we are concernad about the possibility of
leachata diractly discharging into the ocean, please
ascertain that the subsurface area below the leach field
does not lead to a lava tube connected to the ocean.




Mr. clen Miyao
Department of Parks and Recreation, County of Hawal‘i

August 20, 1998
Page 2 of 2

otherwise, please consider other alternatives such as
compesting toilets.

If there are any questions, please call Leslie Segundo,
Environmental Health Speciallst, at 586-4185.
Sincerely,
A_ J LY

., Mu$n\\W%

' GaRmY -GILL
Dirscter

V/== Mr. Brian Nishimura, Brian T. Nishimura, Planning Consultant




Stephen K. Yamashire
Mayor

Qounty of Hafonii
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
25 Aupurd Street, Room 210 + Hilo, Hewsll 967204252

August 28, 1998 (808) 951-8311

Mr. Gary Gill,

Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretaniz St., Ste. 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject:

Dear Mr. Gill:

Draft Environmental Assessment
Hookena Beach Park Improvement Project
Knuhako, South Kona, Hawaii

TMK: (3) 8-6-13: 20-25 & 47

Gearge Yoshida
Directar

Juliette M, Tulang
Deputy Directar

This is in response 1o your comments dated August 20, 1998, regarding the above-described

matter. Yourc

omments are addressed as follows:

1. Shoreline Sethack Area: None of the proposed improvements are proposed within the
shoreline setback area. Figure 2 will be amended to indicate the approximate location of

the shoreline setback line.

2, Landscoping: The removal of the trees will be kept to a minimum. Landscaping for the
proposed project is limited to the grass topping for the leach field. -

3. Florn and Fauna: Although the Hawatian Hawk (Buteo solitarus) and the Hawaiian
Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus) are known to be present in the general vicinity,
the project site has not been identified as a significant resource for either the bat or the
hawk. It should be noted that both the State Department of Land and Naural Resources,
Division of Forestry and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Diviston of
Ecological Service, had no comments to offer regarding this matter. Based on the
forepoing, we believe that there are other areas more appropriate for interpretive signage
regarding the Hawaiian Hawk and the Hawafian Hoary Bat.

4, Photographs: Unfortunately, we do not have any available photographs of the project
site. As such, we will not be including any photographs in the final environmental
assessment.




5. Consultation With Affected Community Groups: We are not aware of any community
group or organization that exists within the project area. There will be at [east two other
opportunities for public input on the proposed project because the project will require a
Conservation District Use Permit as well as a Special Management Area (SMA) Permit.
Public notices will be published in the newspapers and surounding property owners
within 300 fect of the project site will receive individual notices of the public hearing
scheduled for the SMA Application,

6. Wastewster: We sharc your concem about the possibility of leachate directly

discharging into the ocean. As such, we will work with the State Department of Health to
ensure that the proposed wastewater system complies with alt of the applicable health and

safety regulations.

Thank you for your comments to the Draft Environmental Assessment for the proposed project.
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 1o call me.

Sideerely,

eorge Yoshida
Director




